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In time for Christmas 


The New Testament. A New Trans- 

lation, by Ronald Knox (S & W, 
$5). 
Handsome “Chanticleer” edition 
of the popular Knox translation, 
with color reproductions of 30 
great paintings, chapter head- 
pieces borrowed from an incunab- 
ulum, illuminating marginal glos- 
ses. The Christmas gift. 


Lost Treasures of Europe, ed. Hen- 
ry LaFarge (Pantheon, $5). 
Collection of annotated, well-re- 
produced photographs of architec- 
tural masterpieces—mostly ecclesi- 
astical and Catholic—destroyed in 
the recent war. Apart from its 
tragic connotations, a richly satis- 
fying feast of beauty in buildings; 
as evidence of the madness of war, 
eloquent beyond words. 


Of Making Many Books, by Roger 
Burlingame (Scribner, $3.75). 
From a hundred years of Scribner 
files, author develops a charming 
study of author-publisher relation- 
ships, replete with precious quota- 
tions from the greats, and mellow 
understanding of the creative ag- 
ony. For every booklover and soi- 
disant author. 


How Good Is Your Taste? by San- 
ford E. Gerard (Doubleday, $3). 
Challenging collection of lessons in 
good taste, for home-maker, de- 
signer, museum-goer; embracing 
an assortment of topics from paint- 
ings to pipes, and wittily intro- 
duced by Frank Crowninshield, 
America’s ace preface-r. Distin- 
guished offset photography and 
energetically helpful text. 


In Him Was Life, by John P. De- 
laney, S.J. ($2.75). 
More liturgical meditations (or 
sermonettes) by the author of We 
Offer Thee, in preparation for Sun- 
day’s Masses; recommended for 
family 4nd priestly use. 


A Cookbook for Girls and Boys, by 
Irma S. Rombauer (Bobbs, $2.50). 
Typographically interesting, func- 
tionally successful collection of 
recipes, pointed up with the same 
spirit of enthusiasm that made the 
author’s Joy of Cooking so popular 
with grownup cooks. 


The Voice of the Priest, by Msgr. 
Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. (S&W, $3). 
The gift for every Sister you know. 


Toward the Eternal Priesthood, by 
Raoul Plus, S.J. (Pustet, $7). 
Meditations for seminarian and 
priest. 


Apologia pro Vita Sua, by John 
Henry Newman (S&W, $3). 
The “1865” edition with all the 
Appendices, helpfully introduced 
by Maisie Ward. 


The Noble Voice, by Mark Van Dor- 
en (Holt, $3). 
See Review. 


En Route 


Theology and Sanity, by Frank 
Sheed (S&W, $3) 
See Review. 


Teresa, John, and Theresa, by Fr. 
Brice, C.P. (Pustet, $5). 
Third in author’s series of studies 
in Carmelite mysticism. 


Silver Fountains, by Dorothy Mac- 
kinder (McMullen, $2.50). 
American publication of beautiful- 
ly written novel about the third 
theological virtue. 


Thinking It Over, by Thomas Wood- 
lock (McMullen, $3). 
Posthumous collection of represen- 
tative editorials from the Wall St. 
Journal, by one of the Church’s 
prefoundest lay thinkers. 


Sisters of Maryknoll: Through 
Troubled Waters, by Sister M. 
DePaul Cogan (Scribner, $2.50). 
Excerpts from the perduring epic 
of missionary heroism. (Jan. ) 


Newly Arrived 


My Eyes Have a Cold Nose, by Hec- 
tor Chevigny (Yale, $3). 
Eye-opening, impious, highly cere- 
bral opinions of a writer who lost 
his eyesight and refuses to go 
heroic about it. 


Gailhac of Beziers, by Helen Mag- 
aret (LG, $3.50). 
A poet’s gold has burnished this 
portrait of a valiant priest. 


ne 


Breviloquium, by St. Bonaventure 
tr. Erwin E. Nemmers (Herder 
$3). 

Brief theological summa by §¢. 
Thomas’ Franciscan friend, admit. 
ably translated. 


The World of Idella May, by Ric. 
ard Sullivan (Doubleday, $2.75), 
Realistic, essentially Catholic, an. 
atomy of a marriage wrecked bya 
selfish, immature wife. Strictly 
adult. 

For All to Live By, by Rev. Leo ¢. 
Sterck (Bruce, $2.75). 
Examination of the Personality of 
Christ with application for pres- 
ent-day Christ-ians. 

Send Forth Thy Light, by Rober 
Nash, S.J. (Newman, $2). 
Practical, provocative manual for 
fruitful prayer and meditation, | 


Introduction to the Liturgical 
Year, by Rodrigue Cardinal Vil 
lenueve (Pustet, $3). 

‘Lucidly described backgrounds 
for proper, intelligent observance 
of the Church’s system of worship. 
For beginner and expert. 

Pius of Peace, by Reginald F. Wak. 
er, C.S.Sp. (Gill-Newman, $2.75). 
“A study of the pacific work of 
Pope Pius XII in the World War, 
1939-1945,” as the substitle has it. 
Well organized and abundant in 
source material. 


Back in Print 
Saint Among Savages, by Franc 
Talbot, S.J. (Harper, $2.50). 
Almost a classic already—this bri 
liantly reconstructed story of Jesull 
martyrs of North America. 


Key to the Doctrine of the Eucht 
rist, by Dom Anscar Vonier, O58. 
(Newman, $2.50). 

Classic treatise on sacramental and 
liturgical role of the Eucharist, de 
rived from St. Thomas Aquinas. 


Introduction to the Study 
Ascetical and Mystical The 
ogy, by Archbishop Alban Goodie 
S.J. (Bruce, $3.00). 
Another _ standard 
theological study. 


Knox’s Psalms, Bloy’s The Pilgrim 
of the Absolute, Walsh’s Saints in Ae 
tion, Schamoni’s The True Face of te 
Saints, Wilson’s Pardon and Peace, 
not be published till 1947. 
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The Catholic World—The Real World 


Theology and Sanity 

Prank Sheed S & W, $3.00 

Reviewed by Very Rev. Walter Farrell, 

OP., S.7.M., Regent of Studies, Do- 

minican [louse of Studies, Washington, 

Dp. C.; Author of Companion to the 
Summa. 


Mr. Sheed’s strikingly original book 
will necessarily suffer from reviewers’— 
een enthusiastic reviewers’—attempts 
to describe it. In fact, the reviewers’ 
enthusiasm may well be one of the ma- 
jor hazards the book must overcome to 
reach the multitude of readers who so 
desperately need it and which it so 
tichly deserves. For, of course, its orig- 
inality cannot be stated, and its subject 
matter will immediately call up the 
slid prejudices built effectively by both 
heavy and empty books. 

The general scheme of the book is 
original, certainly. Yet, the full flavor of 
the originality is rather in each small 
patient stroke by which that original 
conception is realized. Mr. Sheed has 
proached his subject from a fresh 
point of view; every angle of it is seen 
fom that advantageous position. Under 
the circumstances, clichés seem almost 
an impossibility. The tone of the book, 
0, is something to be thankful for. 
Roughly, Mr. Sheed is writing to make 
men fully conscious citizens of the real 
world as a whole and to enable them to 
live wholly in it. His procedure is to 
wel off the spurious conceptions that 
tave hidden the masterpiece of. truth; 


WOKS ON TRIAL 


Published eight times a year: monthly, Febru- 
wy, March, April, September; Bi-monthly, 
October-November, December-January, May- 
June and July-August, and Copyrighted by 
tt Tzomas More Liprary anv Boor SHor 
@ Illinois “not for profit” corporation, 220 
y Madison St., Chicago 6, Illinois. Sub- 
WMiption price $3.00 per year, in advance, 40c 
i copy. Entered as second class matter 
December 11, 1942 at the post office at Chicago, 
Minois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


PRINTED IN U.S. A. 
Joun C. Tutty, Editor 
Mary E..en Evans, Ass’t Editor 


ne 
You. V . DeceMBER- JANUARY, 1946-47 No. 5 
SS 











the minute, careful revelation is of such 
increasing beauty that there is hardly 
time or energy to waste on the absurdi- 
ties which are being discarded to bring 
out the truth. 

The book proceeds by examining the 
context of reality in which we live, and 
concludes by looking at our being and 
life in the context of reality. The em- 
phasis throughout is on that note of 
reality; something that could have been 
anticipated from the first few lines of 
the book and their professed emphasis 
on the Catholic intellect. The context 
of reality is found to be made up of 
God and God’s action on the human 
race; this latter is easily summarized 
in the three persons of God, Adam and 
Christ, and in the four events of cre- 
ation, the fall, redemption and judg- 
ment. The examination of our being 
and life in the context of reality is a 
study of man that lacks nothing of 
the originality of the first part of the 
book. 

It is Mr. Sheed’s unassailable argu- 
ment that a Catholic should be living 
in a Catholic world for the very simple 
reason that such a world is the real 
world. That, in actual fact, the Catholic 
mind moves in one world (the world 
of his contemporaries) while the Church 
lives in another, is not a situation to be 
put up with but a tragedy to be undone. 
For the Catholic mind “must master 
the Church’s landscape, habituate itself 
to it, move about easily in it, be at 
home in it”; otherwise, it dodges reality 
and moves in a world of monstrous fic- 
tion. 

* * * 


Fascinating Tales 


of Chicago’s Greats 


Battle for Chicago 
Wayne Andrews HB, $3.75 
Reviewed by Clem Lane, City Editor, 
The Chicago Daily News. 


Here again are the fascinating tales of 
the men who built Chicago and who 
amassed fortunes in the building. 

Here is the account of the rise of the 
Fields, the Armours, the Pullmans, the 
McCormicks, the Swifts; the story, 
too, of Samuel Insull, his rise and fall. 

Mr. Andrews’ tale is not in the 
Horatio Alger mood. He is critical of 
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the protagonists of his tale but he does 
have a slight tendency to drool over the 
homes they built, the parties they gave 
and the fortunes they left behind. 

The book is a good workmanlike job 
for the most part. There is an index and 
thirty pages of references for anyone 
seeking more detail. 

This reviewer, a native Chicagoan 
and a Chicago newspaper man for a 
quarter century, takes issue with Mr. 
Andrews on several points. 

This reviewer questions why there is 
no mention of Cardinal Mundelein, who 
for 24 years, as Roman Catholic arch- 
bishop, bulked large in the affairs of 
Chicago. Victor F. Lawson of the Chi- 
cago Daily News is given scant men- 
tion, and here again Mr. Andrews’ 
book is weak. 

Mr. Andrews has as the newspeg for 
his book the “battle for Chicago” be- 
tween grandsons of pioneers, Col. Rob- 
ert R. McCormick and his Chicago 
Tribune, Marshall Field and his Chi- 
cago Sun. Mr. Andrews is in Mr. Field’s 
corner. Which leads him to discount 
the doughty colonel, who is not to be 
underrated even by his foes. A readable 
book, albeit the concluding chapters 
seem a bit on the naive side. 

* * * 


F. D.R. 


The Roosevelt I Knew 

Frances Perkins 
As He Saw It 

Elliott Roosevelt DS &P, $3.00 
As footnotes to history, both of these 
books deserve attention. Except for the 
concluding chapter, son Elliott’s book 
is a breezy report of the World Confer- 
ences he attended as aide to his father. 
Miss Perkins’ book is in a way a his- 
tory of the social period during which 
she enjoyed the friendship of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt—which began in 1910 and 
lasted throughout his life. 

It will be a surprise to many to note 
how the life span of F.D.R. coincided 
with the vast social changes which had 
begun to. show signs of emergence in 
the early years of the century but which 
were largely unknown to the masses 
until the advent of the so-called New 
Deal. Talking in Washington in the 
early days of Roosevelt’s first term with 
a man who was in position to know, I 
asked where all the Niagara of ideas 
and innovations in government seemed 
to be originating. The answer was that 
most of them seemed to be coming from 


Viking, $3.75 
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the top. Miss Perkins’ book shows that, 
rather than sudden impulses, as many 
thought them too be, these ideas and 
plans had been developing for years, if 
not decades. 


54-hour Week 


Miss Perkins first met Roosevelt in 
1910, but it was not until he was a 
member of the New York State Senate 
that their political paths crossed. As a 
professional social worker, she had gone 
to Albany to work for the passage of a 
bill to limit the working hours of women 
to 54 per week. Roosevelt, young, un- 
chastened, and somewhat supercilious, 
had little concern about specific social 
reforms. The regular Democrats “just 
gritted their teeth and endured him.” 


Opportunist? 


Opponents of F.D.R. have claimed 
that he took advantage of situations for 
his own aggrandizement. Whether this 
is true is never hinted at by this loyal 
biographer, but whether it was the pull 
of social forces or otherwise, the duty of 
the strong to the weak seems to have 
become increasingly important in his 
thoughts and political actions, and 
through necessity he learned the great 
virtue of humility. 


Reviewer's “Aside’”’ 


Miss Perkins is fortunate in being 
out of office in the present emergency. 
Her book ends with Roosevelt’s death, 
and she has not had to face the conse- 
quences of the social pioneering to 
which her life was devoted. (This book 
is really her own story as much as it is 
Roosevelt’s.) That there were social 
gains will be admitted by all except the 
die-hard antagonists who can see noth- 
ing except more and more hog-wild ex- 
tremes. The period covered saw the 
pendulum swing from killing hours of 
work for both juveniles and adults to 
the present exhausting hours of non- 
work, and it may be a sobering thought 
to many to reflect on whether the de- 
pression which Roosevelt faced on his 
first election has yet ended—the war- 
engendered interlude certainly being no 
permanent solution, and the upward 
spiral of wages and prices being nothing 
more than a disguised destruction of 
the “nest-eggs” from past savings. 

So this book should be read in prep- 
aration for the next depression—or to 
explain the 1929 depression which is 
still with us, although unrecognized. 
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“New Deal’ Forever 


The 1944 Republican platform, 
through having promised the same 
things proffered by the Democrats, 
proves, says Miss Perkins, that the 
New Deal has won forever. Read this 
book and watch for the next platforms 
in the light of its history. Watch also 
the voting trend, as evidenced by the 
November elections. 


John L. Lewis 


At this writing, Lewis is again in the 
limelight in two ways—first, because of 
the threat of another coal strike which 
could paralyze the nation, and which it 
seems he has the power to call; and, 
second, the furore caused by the firing 
of an assistant attorney-general for di- 
vulging secret reports that the Nazis 
planned to use Lewis as an opponent of 
Roosevelt for the presidency in 1940. 


Miss Perkins’ story of how Lewis 
put himself forth as a candidate for 
vice-president in 1940 is one of the most 
significant chapters in her book. Lewis, 
although previously a Republican, had 
worked, and assessed his miners, to in- 
sure Roosevelt’s election. In 1940, he 
tried to defeat him, after having failed 
to get the vice-presidential blessing. 
Miss Perkins’ report on this episode is 
in the language of F.D.R. as told by 
him to her, but in speaking of the 
mooted $100,000 loan, she quotes Lewis 
direct. 


She says Lewis gave her the impres- 
sion that he had contributed $100,000 
to the campaign fund, and that he 
said “. . . when J. P. Morgan was the 
principal contributor to the Republican 
party ... he told him (the president) 
exactly what he wanted done... . I 
expect to be consulted in the same 
way.” 

Miss Perkins called James A Farley 
and found that the money was not a 
donation but a loan . . . which was 
later repaid. 

Since Miss Perkins was Secretary of 
Labor, it is natural that there should be 
considerable mention of Mr. Lewis. 


Back to Elliott 


Much of the interest in As He Saw It 
lies in the reports of the duels between 
Roosevelt and Churchill—the conflict 
between Toryism and the exemplar of 
underprivileged colonial peoples. The 
sidelights are both interesting and en- 
lightening. Scenes behind scenes com- 
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prise the greater part—related largely 
in a rather youthful fashion. 

In the final chapter, the author seems 
rather childish. The line is that of 
Henry Wallace, Quentin Reynolds, and 
the Daily Worker. The peace is being 
lost because of “our jealous and insane 
reluctance” to share the atom bomb, 
etc. This part is a tirade, but the book 
should be read. There is a report that 
it was ghost-written by Quentin Rey. 
nolds, “perennial plugger for the Mos. 
cow party line” but this the publishers 
have denied. 


—j. Cm 
t 
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Theological Formula 


Hamlet Without Tears 

I. J. Semper Loras College, $1.50 
Reviewed by Helene Magaret, Ph.D, 
professor of English, Marymount Col- 
lege; author of the current Gailhac of 

Beziers. 

The Shakespeares and the “Old Faith,’ 
by John Henry de Groot, was reviewed 
in the September issue of Books on 
TRIAL. The question that it raises of 
Shakespeare’s relationship to the Catho- 
lic Church opens the way for a signif 
cant new school of criticism diametrical- 
ly opposed to much of the impression- 
istic school, as well as the fogs of 
Freudianism and the hypotheses of such 
modern critics as Robinson and Eliot 
who, unable to explain the paradoxes 
of Hamlet, presume that Shakespeare 
failed. 

I would be tempted to remark that 
Father Semper’s Hamlet Without Tears 
might serve as supplement to Mr. é 
Groot’s work, were it not that the 
term “supplement” implies a thing of 
secondary importance. There is nothing 
secondary about Father Semper’s scho- 
arship. 

In the introduction he clarifies his 
thesis by saying, “In the papers that 
make up this book, the writer argue 
that there is a formula that will explaia 
Hamlet. The basic assumptions of this 
formula are that the main issues’ of the 
play are theological” . . . and that “the 
protagonist is a Renaissance prince bul 
fundamentally he is a medieval cot 
templative who is more interested 
the unseen world of spirits than in the 
visible world of sense, who is more col 
cerned with saving his soul than wi 
saving his life.” . 

According to Father Semper, Shake 
speare with purpose chose a story ® 
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, Catholic Denmark. All manuscripts 
yd to be censored by the Master of 


= nevels, who was forbidden by law to 
of jense plays dealing with matters of 
gligion. Ancient, pre-Reformation Den- 

8 mark was sufficiently remote to suggest 
a g historical rather than a theological 
oak terest; and no one thought of ac- 


that posing the playwright of either treason 
Rey- ut Popery. 4 
While the Catholic setting explains 
hers (ie purgatorial ghost, it raises a new 
yoblem—the possibility of a divine 
T. gmmand to sin. Here the author refers 
certain medieval religious works that 
la ymit of ghosts’ acting as punitive 
yents when discovery of guilt is im- 
psible by natural means. The com- 
$1.50 Hyand given by the ghost of Hamlet’s 
h.D., @iuther, however, carries with it an in- 
Col- Mimetion: “Taint not thy mind.” In 
ac of Wother words, Hamlet must kill by super- 
matural command, and at the same time 
ith,” is action must be uncontaminated by 
ewed Mpesonal sin. Hence the otherwise in- 
s on Mplicable delay. He hopes to kill the 
es of 
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king in fair fight; he refuses to kill 
him by duplicity or stealth, lest, failing 
to obey the ghost’s injunction, he damn 
his own soul in the act. 

So brief a discussion of the book 
does not allow latitude for considering 
the cellerage scene, the problem of 
Hamlet’s insanity, the shending of 
Gertrude, and many details to which 
the author gives attention. Let it at 
least be said that this book offers a 
protagonist standing head and shoulders 
above the Hamlet whose delay was due 
to external difficulties, or the Hamlet 
whose squeamishness about death made 
his task abhorrent, or finally the Ham- 
let whose over-sensitive introspective in- 
tellect paralyzed all his actions and 
thus made him a forerunner of the 
second-generation Romanticists. 

The book is well annotated, and runs 
to only ninety-nine pages, sufficient as- 
surance that the author has no inclina- 
tion to expansive or irrelevant argu- 
ment. 
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AS “SPEAKING OF CARDINALS” 


Eliot 


Speaking of Cardinals 

- that Thomas B. Morgan Putnam, $3.00 
Tears @ Nenty-two years of experience as a 
ir. de ter on Vatican Hill is behind 
tthe Thomas B. Morgan’s latest book, as 
ng of also the study and research that 
rthing "Mt Into the writing of two other 
schol: @ tly readable and enlightening vol- 
mes—A Reporter at the Papal Court, 













»s his and Listening Post. The latter book, 
. that Mh was published in 1944, was 
argues mong the best of that year. Through 
xplain jeats of close association with high- 


miking ecclesiastics, and as a result 
tispecial interviews with many of those 
whom he writes, Mr. Morgan ac- 
timulated a wealth of information and 


ce bul 

| cor lund of stories and anecdotes upon 
ed id hich he has drawn with telling effect 
in the Mts latest effort—Speaking of Cardi- 


By far the outstanding event in Cath- 
tit circles during 1946 was the epochal 
Mitlave at which 32 new Cardinals 
#€ appointed —the highest number 
“tt to be recorded at one time. Four 











‘vial An Expert Reporter’s Story of the Princes of the Church 


United States Archbishops were made 
Princes of the Church and these four 
are the principal subjects of the book, 
but in telling their stories Mr. Morgan 
weaves in a lot of history of their 
predecessors and associates and exam- 
ines many of the difficult problems— 
for example, Archbishop Mooney’s han- 
dling of the Father Coughlin case; 
Cardinal O’Connell and Mayor Curley 
of Boston; Cardinal Mundelein’s visits 
with President Roosevelt, and the epi- 
sode where Hitler was called a paper- 
hanger; Cardinal Glennon’s opposition 
to prohibition; Bishop Sheil and the 
labor barons, and the C.Y.0.—and par- 
ticularly ‘the results of the changed atti- 
tude toward the press, where reporters 
at great Vatican spectacles took seats 
that had formerly been reserved for 
kings. 

We are in no position to judge the 
accuracy of the many personal anec- 
dotes which enliven this timely, well- 
written account of great men and great 
affairs, but we feel quite sure that if 
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the author had not established a repu- 
tation for honest, careful reporting he 
would not have continued to enjoy the 
company and the confidence of the 
many Churchmen about whom he has 
written so intimately and entertainingly. 


Of the four great Americans, one is 
already gone—the most lovable and 
eloquent Cardinal Glennon of St. Louis, 
who had been made an Archbishop at 
41. At the time of his elevation, he 
was the world’s youngest Archbishop. 


Cardinal Stritch of Chicago became a 
bishop at 34, at which time he was the 
world’s youngest bishop. He had been 
one of the very finest scholars ever to 
enter the North American College in 
Rome, and in theology and philosophy 
is equalled by few scholars in the world 
today. Mr. Morgan describes his prog- 
ress from boyhood, including his lack 
of interest in baseball as played by the 
students in Rome, the chapter on Car- 
dinal Stritch being titled “No Runs, 
No Hits in Cassock.” 


Mr. Morgan was present at every 
ceremony in the career of Cardinal 
Spellman, whose daily routine is de- 
scribed as sufficient to absorb the vital- 
ity of two or three ordinary men. Cardi- 
nal Spellman has told in his own books 
of his world travels during the war. 
Mr. Morgan adds much more—includ- 
ing an overwhelming mark of affection, 
the bestowal by Pope Pius XII of his 
own Cardinatial hat on our youngest 
American Cardinal. “Unlike Any Other 
—Past or Present,” is the chapter title. 


Those not too well versed in matters 
ecclesiastical will absorb a lot of in- 


_ formation while enjoying this intimately 


written book—of red, and white, and 
black popes; of Cardinals who became 
Popes, and of Cardinals who declined; 
of those who play golf, and of the first 
Cardinal ever to drive his own auto- 
mobile. 


The final chapter is about the gret- 
est of all the author’s acquaintances— 
now Pope Pius XII—the Pope of a 
changed world, who “had caught the 
democratic spirit of this age to an 
extent undreamed of by any Roman 
prelate even a decade ago.” 

This entrancing and_ enlightening 
book is one of the Third Dual Selec- 
tion of the THomas More Book Cuvus. 
The other book is Spotlight on Labor 
Unions. Regular price, for both books, 
$5.50. Price to Club members, $3.50. 
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Where Do We Go from Here? 


Says Communist Earl Browder, “To the Right.” Says Republican Senator Taft, 
“To the Left.” Says Democrat Secretary of State Byrnes, “Forward.” Says ex- 
Vice-President Henry Wallace, “Backward.” 


Rev. Wm. J, Smith, S.J., 
Author of 


“Spotlight on 


Labor Unions” 


says there are but three roads open. 
One is Communism. One is American 
Fascism. The third—the only alterna- 
tive—is an almost completely new sys- 
tem of social economy—a system. based 
on principles which the editor of Booxs 
ON TRIAL is convinced that very few 
Americans understand, and with which 
even fewer agree. 

Is there any hope that such prin- 
ciples can be applied successfully? And, 
if not, is Communism, or Fascism, in- 
evitable? 

Is it possible that Americans can 
achieve a spirit of brotherly love that 
will make everyone think first of his 
neighbor — do nothing except for the 
common good—share his property with 
the less fortunate — the indigent — the 
slothful — even though he impoverishes 


himself in so doing? 

These are not idle questions. They 
are more deadly serious than any pres- 
ent threat of war. Unless they are 
solved, then the last war was fought 
in vain and the next war is already 
lost! 


Do We Want 100% Unionism? 

If 100% unionism comes, will it end 
conflict, and strikes? Or will it end 
unions, and American progress, and, 
eventually, our present form of govern- 
ment? 

The author of Spotlight on Labor 
Unions is a fiery proponent of 100% 
unionism. He says that no worker has 
a moral right mot to join a union. 

He looks with small favor on In- 
dependent unions; denounces Company 
unions as iniquitous, or worse; and his 
contempt for Capitalism is “but little 
less” than for Communism or Collecti- 
vism. 

He says that employers have no right 
to employ only those of their own 
choosing; and that the present wide- 
spread strikes “are— the suppressed 
dreams of world-wide social revolu- 
tion”— that if workers are not invited 
beyond the locked door where prices 


and profits are discussed, they will have 
to break down that door. 


A “Labor Priest” 

The author of Spotlight on Labor 
Unions is not a secluded scholastic nor 
an immature columnist writing from a 
depth of practical inexperience. For ten 
years he has been director of a Brook- 
lyn “labor school,” and edits a periodi- 
cal dealing with social and labor prob- 
lems. He‘is not alone in his views, but 
his conclusions, and his theories of ap- 
plication of the Encyclicals will sur- 
prise, if not astound, such a large per- 
centage of Catholic readers that his 
book has been chosen by the 

THOMAS MORE 

BOOK CLUB 
for a current selection. The problems 
involved are just too overwhelming to 
be ignored. Americans simply must 
learn more about Christian principles, 
or face disaster—and the way in which 
these principles can be applied will 
determine our future form of govern- 
ment. 

Through the decades, great progress 
has been made through evolution. Will 
labor gain or lose through revolution? 
Certainly, at this time, there is no con- 
sistent philosophy, nor unanimity of 
opinion. Many of Father Smith’s pro- 
nouncements will not be accepted in 
other’ sections of the country, nor by 
many union members. Too many people 
have read too little, and reflected too 
little on these explosive problems to be 
of much help in solving them. 


Who Lost the Election? 

In football, when one side scores the 
other team usually strikes back with 
greater determination. We are at the 
beginning of the labor-management 
struggle, not the end. There will be 
no end except through dictatorship, or 
through the triumph of Christian prin- 
ciples. 

Everyone knows that the Republicans 
won the recent election. Not so many 
realize that it was the labor leaders who 
lost. Not so much labor as labor leaders. 

It does not seem possible that the 
Republicans could have carried big 
CIO-PAC-dominated industrial centers 
if they had not had the support of 


=== 


great numbers: of union members anj 
their families. This great public protey 
against the abuse of power; the shor. 
sighted encouragement of wage demands 
by government (with consequent prig 
increases); the misuse of the strike 
and the courting of the Communists, js 
by far the most significant feature oj 
the election. 

Rarely in our history has the sounj 
of the ballot been louder or more yp. 
mistakable. 


Forward or Backward? 

Economic problems are fundamental. 
ly religious. Right-thinking Christian 
rejoice at every gain for all workers 
and hope that equality of distribution 
can be attained. To insure this, both 
sides in America’s greatest internal dis. 
pute must be reasonable. Greater regard 
for the public good is imperative. Politi 
cal shifts effect no solution. Education 
and information.are the only hope. This 
book outlines the Christian principles 
and for this reason is practically a 
“must” for Catholics. 

But there must also be a warning 
Does the advocacy of 100% unionism 
as a panacea to end human differences 
fail to allow for human selfishness, for 
demagogic and issue-seeking labor lead- 
ers and politicians, for the danger o 
promoting group power swayed by ideo 
logical minorities totally oblivious to 
the common good? 

One cannot help thinking that i 
enough Americans possessed the Chris 
tian qualities necessary to make Father 
Smith’s 100% unionism successful, the 
need for unions would not exist—and 
that if they don’t possess such qualities, 
whether morality can be put into effect 
by force. 

It would seem that Father Smith 
might have waited a while before lauc 
ing Henry Kaiser’s action in payilg 
higher wages than any of his rivak 
No one has proved that this was f 
the common good. 

Likewise, the tendency to belittle a 
ployers as a class indicates a lack o! 
understanding of employers’ problems 
The use of such. phrases as “ 
Monocled Members of the Arched Bye 
brow Association,” and “Recaleitrall 
Students of the Sewell Avery School,” 
unfortunate, playing directly into 
hands of the enemy. 

There is over-emphasis on the shot 
comings of management, and a ¥ 
questionable lack of judgment ™ & 
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gsing John L. Lewis’ courting of the 
Communists on the ground that he is 
yt a theologian nor an_ evangelist 
yhile criticizing employers by inference 
for not being both. 

The use of the term “profits” is sub- 
jet to question. Profit is a relative 
rm which should be defined. Wages 
ye paid from profits, but, if profits 
ye anathema, how pay wages? And 
how many small employers are suffi- 
dently expert tight-rope walkers to be 
able to come out with an exact balance? 
‘ if all business is iniquitous, what will 
rental. @ tappen when there is no small business? 
istians ino business has a right to exist un- 
arkers ss it can guarantee in advance a living 
butian amual wage, how can it make such 
- oth suarantee unless it is permitted to ac- 
al dis cumulate some surplus for emergencies 
regard iy OV" which it has no control—and how 
Politi. am it protect such insurance against 
cation fy bankruptcy ? 

. This Government authorities, for example, 
ciples, would rightfully close any bank that 
ally aj dd not maintain a reserve against un- 
foreseeable contingencies, and. a surplus 
proportionate to its deposits, but agitat- 
ws are going the rounds telling em- 
ployees that if the bankers were hon- 
wt they would pay out their surpluses 
8 wages, or even as bonuses. But they 
don’t point out that in the next squall 
the bank would sink. Some such ques- 
tions and problems should be kept in 
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TeNces 
ss, for 
r lead- 
ger of 
y ideo- 
yus to 





mind when you read this book—and 
readers of the book should not misin- 
terpret the purpose of these comments. 

The problems involved are more im- 
portant than all the novels of the last 
50 years. 


Why You Should Read 


With the foregoing and other weak- 
nesses, why should such a book be 
recommended? For two reasons—its at- 
tempt to present the Christian view- 
point, and its many sidelights on indi- 
viduals and their practices; and, sec- 
ond, the fact that no one interested 
in the future of America can afford 
not to know the theories which are be- 
ing promulgated. 

We are suffering today because of two 
classes—theorists without practical ex- 
perience, and practical men who know 
how to keep the wheels turning but 
who are weak in philosophy and Chris- 
tian principles. This book should be of 
help in keeping either of these classes 
from driving us into dangerous ex- 
tremes. 

(These are the reasons given by the 
THomaAs More Book Ctius for choos- 
ing this book as one of its current Dual 
Selection. 

Spotlight on Labor Unions is $2.50. 
Speaking of Cardinals is $3.00. The 
price of both books to Book Club mem- 
bers is $3.50) 








hat if ' 
‘| Modern Bestiary 

Metamorphosis 

Franz Kafka ; Vanguard, $2.75 

Reviewed by ‘Riley Hughes, A. M., 

lecturer in English, Georgetown Univer- 

ity, and literary editor of Columbia. 


franz Kafka (1883-1924) is one of the 
mst discussed current influences on 
miting and writers, especially experi- 
uentalists, His surrealism has produced 
iitations of his subject matter, many 
More of his satiric, tragic manner. As 
LS. Eliot, especially in his “wasteland” 
Mtiod, went back to primitive myth 
id symbol for the stuff of his poetry, 
does Kafka go for his stories. In 
Metamorphosis we have a beast fable of 

impersonal, bland quality of a 

tary of the Middle Ages. Though 
aiitic, this brief tale is without the 
“gry sting of a Swift or an Alexander 
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, short: : , 
1 very Metamorphosis, now first published in 


, is typical, and perhaps Kafka 





enough for most people. This long short 
story begins with this sentence: “As 
Gregor Samsa awoke one morning after 
a troubled dream, he found himself 
changed in his bed to some monstrous 
kind of vermin.” The reader who is 
not too appalled to read on will be 
rewarded by a grim and fascinating 
story which is successful on both literal 
and allegorical levels. 

The reactions of Gregor’s family (he 
is their sole support) and those of the 
manager of the firm for which he is a 
traveling salesman pale before Gregor’s 
own reactions. Between the lines one 
finds the author’s struggle with his 
father to be as bitter as Samuel Butler’s 
and his quarrel with bourgeois society 
and with A Job no less savage. This 
book will not be to everyone’s taste, of 
course, and no blanket endorsement of 
Kafka is here intended, but the mature 
reader of Swift, let us say, will find it 
a source of terrible enjoyment. 
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Priest to Louis XVI 


The Abbé Edgeworth 

Mildred Violet Woodgate LG, $2.50 
Reviewed by Richard James Hurley, 
The University of Nebraska Library; 
president Catholic Library Association. 


Everyone knows of the priest who com- 
forted Louis XVI on the platform of 
the guillotine, surrounded by a mob 
clamoring for his blood while the con- 
fessor commended the monarch’s soul 
to St. Louis. But this was only an 
interlude—albeit a sensational one—in 
the life of this English-descended Irish- 
born, French-educated son of a con- 
verted Protestant rector. 

Long before L’Abbé Edgeworth de 
Firmont devoted himself to the royal 
family, he had become famous for schol- 
arship and piety. A bishopric was of- 
fered to him in Ireland, but he declined. 
Instead he stayed in Paris to brave the 
horrors of the French Revolution. As 
vicar-general of the Paris diocese dur- 
ing the height of the Terror, he kept 
alive the spark of Faith, though con- 
tinually hunted like a wild animal. 

After the execution of Louis and 
Marie Antoinette he visited England, 
where Pitt offered him a life pension 
and society lionized his gallant figure. 
He thought of visiting Ireland—perhaps 
seeing Maria Edgeworth, the noted nov- 
elist and a relative. Louis XVIII, how- 
ever, called him to be his chaplain in 
exile as he fled from country to country 
before the approach of Napoleon. Final- 
ly the royal court settled at Mittau in 
Russia, and the Emperor Paul offered 
the Abbé a pension. It was here that 
he made his last journey—far from 
scenes he cherished. 

Students of European history will 
find in the story an unusual insight— 
an inside view—into the French Revo- 
lution. Students of humanity will find 
the book an inspiring record of devotion 
to Church and friends. 


bi % w 


Metaphysical Man 


The Scholar and the Sprout 
Stoddard B. Colby Whittlesey, $2.50 
Reviewed by Paul J. Phelan, author of 
the New York Sun column, “Who's 
News Today’, syndicated throughout 
the country; compiler of With a Merry 
Heart, Catholic humor anthology. 


Uncle Roger was a man of vast phy- 
sique, vast intellect, vast enthusiasms, 
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and vast vocabulary. It was no wonder 
he wasn’t interested in little things, such 
as how to get home on the subway 
without becoming lost, or how to drive 
a car. 

It’s a good thing Uncle Roger had a 
nephew to take care of the little things. 
Ronnie was a little thing himself but 
he loomed large as a kind of confidant 
of Uncle Roger and as a kind of guide 
for an essentially metaphysical man 
around a largely physical world. 

“He acts that way because he is an 
encyclopedist,” said Aunt Effie. And 
Uncle Roger was an encyclopedist all 
right. Archimedes discovered truth in 
the bathtub. That’s where Uncle Roger 
put the truth he discovered. When the 
tub was filled with manuscript pages, 
the encyclopedia was completed. 

He could speak classical French but 
couldn’t order a cup of coffee in that 
language. He could upset a_ hospital 
ward and rout routine with his learned 
anecdotes, but quailed at ordering spin- 
ach from the grocer. He cooked up a 
history book that was a standard school 
text, but in the kitchen he couldn’t 
cook up a thing. Oh, yes, he could at 
that. He boiled Aunt Effie a nice pot of 
tea when she was sick. ' 

This book is the author’s first. It 
won't be his last, to coin a critical 
phrase. He knows how to turn a phrase 
and he knows when something stops 
being funny. Of course the narrative, 
like Uncle Roger’s stomach, sags a little 
now and then, as some of his escapades 
are a little commonplace. But Uncle 
Roger is well worth knowing. Dorothy 
_ McKay’s illustrations give him a visage 
and a physique not unlike that of G. K. 
Chesterton. 

I’m sure G. K. would have been de- 
lighted to have had Uncle Roger for 
companion. And G. K. would have met 
with Uncle Roger’s qualification for in- 
timate friendship. No man is worth 
knowing well and long, Uncle Roger 
maintained, unless he is willing to spec- 
ulate on the question: “Which would 
you rather be—a woodchuck or a hedge- 
hog?” 

be * * 


“Raw! Raw! Raw!” 


Yesterday Will Return 
Tom Hanlin Viking, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley 


Advertized as a “haunting” love story, 
this slight novel follows a familiar for- 





mula guaranteed to make good scenario 
script. It tells of the struggle between 
two men who want the same woman— 
and “want” is the only active verb they 
employ to declare their love. The lady 
thus wanted, having murdered her crip- 
pled husband, is deserted by her lover 
who returns because he still wants her. 
Meanwhile she poses as a victim of 
village gossip and grows hard and bitter 
toward the world until a young coal 
miner looks at her and knows imme- 
diately that he wants her. She wants, 
also, of course, but never quite decides 
whom or what until the last page, and 
then it’s too late. 

The author has talent and skill but 
not sufficient depth of understand- 
ing to deal with complex human char- 
acters, motivations, situations, conflicts. 
Here and there he tries, on feeble wings, 
to rise to a concept of sexual love 
higher than physical possession but his 
effort bogs down in a vague sentimen- 
talism. This, we are told, is his second 
novel which, perhaps, makes him only 
a sophomore in the school of tough, 
two-fisted fiction whose class song is 
a monotonous “raw, raw, raw,” and 
whose motto is subtly stated thus: “It’s 
a lousy world and it don’t matter what 
happens in it so long as you get what 
you want.” Not for children; and adults 
who read it may wonder why. 

* * a 


From Newman to 


Feeney 


A Century of the Catholic Essay 
ed. Raphael H. Gross, C.PP.S. 
Lippincott, $3.50 


Reviewed by Louis F. Doyle, S.J., pro- 
fessor of English, St. Louis University. 


This collection of forty-six entries by 
forty-one writers, mostly British and 
mostly converts, are not all essays, 
strictly speaking. A few are excerpts 
from longer works, while a few others 
approximate the short story form. 

Few would quarrel with the selection 
of the authors, who range in time and 
stature from Newman to Father Feeney, 
though it may be news to many that 
Joel Chandler Harris, who is included, 
was converted “a few months before his 
death.” 

Most of the essays are too well 
known for comment. But since the book 
is intended for classroom use, better 
perspective would have been secured if 
the dates of publication had been better 


—— 


attended to. Also, Newman’s famoys 
“Definition of a Gentleman,” which js 
almost invariably misunderstood, would 
have profited by a footnote to the effect 
that the gentleman portrayed leaves 
much to be desired, being merely q 
cultured pagan, not a Christian. The 
definition is not Newman’s own, as the 
context reveals. 

The volume, however, should be of 


great value to many. 
bs * bs 


Hopwood Winner 
The Gifts of Love 


Andrina Iverson Farrar Straus, $2.0 
Reviewed by Marie Faust 


The college town of Allison near Cleve- 
land is the scene of Andrina Iverson's 
book, The Gifts of Love, a first. novel 
and one to win the Avery Hopwood 
award for fiction given by the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

The American scene from 1933 to 
1943 is pictured in this story of Jane 


- Rankin and her husband, Warren Greg- 


ory. Reflection is Jane’s natural cl 
mate; so we have a meditative account 
of the heroine and her relationships 
during those years. This gives us an 
unsubstantial story, for it is the barest 
thread of a novel. The writing, however, 
is good, the author having bestowed the 
gift of repartee upon her characters. 
She writes of the trivial in an enter- 
taining fashion, which is one of the 
fine arts in literary craftsmanship and 
no doubt merited the award for the 


book. 
ad wy x 


Reluctant Housewite 


The Reasonable Shores 

G. B. Stern Mac, $3.0 

Reviewed by Elizabeth Odell 

This is an extremely well-written novel 
concerning the struggle of a sensitive 
adolescent to attain maturity. F 
with problems that would overwhelm 
the most capable adult, the 15-year-old 
girl, Ariel-like, but also deeply practical 
by nature, attempts the unification of 
her disordered English family. 

Jessamy Blake, with circumstances 
hopelessly against her, and a war to fut- 
ther the confusion, is the type of all who 
are forced too early and too violently 
to face the harsh issues of life, and 
therefore suffer intensely each new reve 
lation of their acute perceptions. 

The accomplished author brings ott 
in excellent style and entertaining story 
her theme—that failure and disappsilt 
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ment are the lot of fine and sensitive 

its; but to some this will seem essen- 

tially a shortsighted pessimism, in which, 

the fair dream of life being shattered, 

there is scarcely anything but disillusion 

—a poor negative—to put in its place. 
BS * * 


Man with a Message 


Dante Alighieri 

Gerald G. Walsh, S.J. Bruce, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Isidore J. Semper, 

litt. D., chairman, English department, 

loras College; author of In the Steps 

of Dante and the current Hamlet With- 
out Tears. 


This book is an informative and in- 
pirationa] commentary on Dante, his 
education, his Florentine background, 
his love of Beatrice, his art, his philoso- 
phy and his Catholicism. Delivered 
originally as the Lowell Lectures in 
Boston Public Library, the eight chap- 
ters deal with the Dante who as a 
rvealer of the deepest truth has no 
rival among the poets. 

Dante regarded himself as a man 
with a message, for in the Divine Com- 
edy he writes: “Reader, may God grant 
thee to take profit of thy reading.” And 
of course: it is a truism to assert that 
he has-a message for our troubled 
world. Dealing with fundamental re- 
ligious, political and social problems, he 
illuminates not only his own age but 
also the meaning of life as it is lived 
today. He is the poet of heroism and 
holiness, or rather the poet to whom 
holiness is heroism; and consequently 
his bracing wisdom and. high courage 
are needed today, when as an aftermath 
of the World War the noontide demon 
of boredom and disillusion is rampant. 
Dante challenges this spirit of nega- 
tion; in fact, he created a special hell 
lor those who allow themselves to be 
dominated by it. 3 

In his magnificent dream of a uni- 
versal empire with the Emperor as its 
thief for temporal ends and the Pope 
lor spiritual ends, which would bring 
peace and order to a war-torn world, 
Dante comes closest, as Father Walsh 
points out, to the central interest of 
our own day: the need of a permanent 
iternational organization as the best 
hope of doing away with war. 

Every reader of the Divine Comedy 
who wishes to heed the poet’s admoni- 
lion “to take profit of thy reading,” 


: a con Father Walsh’s provocative 


Hard Going for Second Louies 


Francis 
David Stern Farrar, Straus, $2.50 


Reviewed by C. J. McNeill, Young 
Catholic Messenger; author of Catholic 
Action pamphlets 


If it hadn’t been for Francis, “Uncle 
Joe” Stilwell might have taken a far 
worse beating in Burma than he did 
and Uncle Sam’s war against Japan 
might have come to an unhappy ending. 
If it hadn’t been for Francis, the second 
lieutenant who is the No. 2 character 
in this latest froth of fictional fantasy 
about the war certainly would have 
come to a bad end. He almost did any- 
how. 

The lieutenant was fresh from OCS 
and just busting with field manuals, 
regulations and SOP’S; he had little in- 
telligence and no qualifications for as- 
signment as an intelligence officer in the 
Burma theater. So they made him an 
intelligence officer. “Strictly SOP,” said 
Francis. Oh yes, SOP means Standard 
Operating Procedure (that for the few 
who weren’t GIs). 

Francis made the lieutenant a hero, 
got him confined repeatedly to the NP 
(that means neuropsychiatric) ward, 
almost had him courtmartialed. 

Who was Francis? Francis was an 
Army mule, a swaybacked runt that 
could talk and could fly, that had secret 
sources of information about what the 
Nips would do next and had also the 
right answers to all the problems. Fran- 
cis liked the lieutenant (why, he wasn’t 
sure) and turned over to his bewildered 
boy with the bar all the information 
he’d received straight from the “little 
bird.” 

Francis says the book is just a collec- 
tion of “incidents which go to prove 
that any Army mule has more sense 
than any second lieutenant. Only per- 
sons who’d be interested . . . . would be 
somebody who served under an Army 
second lieutenant or knew one.” Well, 
there are millions of people who knew 
second lieutenants. (Francis turned 
down a chance to go to OCS because 
he didn’t want,to be what graduation 
would make him.) 

Only the ex-GI will get the full bene- 
fit of this book by a newspaperman who 
became a second lieutenant. Francis 
takes some telling pokes at the military 
and at the unworthy small brass, but 
it’s all done in good clean fun. If the 
book gets earthy in spots, it carefully 


rejects the temptation to go gutter, 
which has marred most “funny books” 
about military life. This is not for chil- 
dren, but any ex-GI or any adult with 
a healthy sense of humor can have an 
evening’s fun with Francis. 

The line drawings by Garrett Price, 
the New Yorker illustrator, help to 
bring talking, flying Francis to life. 


ee 


Unclassical Hero 
Lord Hornblower 
C. S. Forester LB, $2.50 
Reviewed by Helene Magaret, Ph.D., 
Marymount College, author of Father 
DeSmet and other works. 


“C. S. Forester has been hailed by 

critics on both sides of the Atlantic 

as the peer of Marryat, Cooper and 

Nordhoff and Hall in story-telling. 

He has been accredited with the 

capacity of Conrad, the ability of 

Masefield and the adventurous 

spirit of Lever....” 

Thus reads the jacket blurb of the fifth 
Hornblower novel! What more can the 
reader want? 

Enthusiasts have long acclaimed Ho- 
ratio Hornblower as a “wise, lovable 
and thoroughly human” hero. Eagerly 
they have pounced upon each new vol- 
ume of his adventures, have compared 
it with preceding volumes and have 
judged accordingly. When the fourth of 
the series appeared, critics delicately 
suggested that Sir Hornblower (Com- 
modore at that time) was perhaps living 
too long—that the mature fighter had 
lost some of the young man’s charm, 
and that readers were becoming bored. 
This put Mr. Forester in a difficult posi- 
tion. It did not, however, discourage 
him. Convinced by sales rather than by 
criticism, he has now blessed us with 
a fifth volume. Lord Hornblower is the 
same blustering hero—humble | and 
proud, simple and complex, courageous 
and fearful. He is still fighting against 
Napoleon and still making love. 

Those interested in the strategies of 
naval warfare will no doubt take delight 
in the difficult problems which the 
author presents to his hero, and with 
the hero’s ingenuity in solving them. 
Those interested in England’s war with 
France will no doubt find delight in fit- 
ting the story into its historical setting. 
But since any popular book about a 
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hero (in the epical definition of that 
term) has a social as well as a literary 
significance, the novel must also be 
judged on other grounds. 

Lord Hornblower, now a Knight of 
the Most Honorable Order of Bath, is 
ordered to capture the Flame, an Eng- 
lish vessel taken over by a mutinous 
crew. Interwoven with his adventures 
are a number of incidents that serve to 
reveal the character of this “wise, lov- 
able and thoroughly human’ hero. 
Thus, although Hornblower has little 
spontaneous love for Lady Barbara, his 
wife, and even less sense of marital 
fidelity, his leavetaking is long and lus- 
ty. This starts the book off at a gallop 
and gives the hero something to think 
about on shipboard. 

Later the hero accepts the hospitality 
of his friend and benefactor, M. le Com- 
te de Gracay, using the opportunity to 
renew an old liaison with the count’s 
niece, Marie. He feels deucedly sorry 
for the girl. He remembers how much 
she suffered when he first seduced and 
then abandoned her; he knows how 
much she will suffer now when he re- 
turns to his wife. But suddenly the iron 
man is “all mush”; his will vanishes. 
The author explains that it “was hard 
to think of guilty love in connection 
with Marie—there was no guilt in her. 
And in himself? Could he be held guilty 
for something he could do nothing to 
resist? Was he guilty when the current 
whirled him away in the Loire . . . etc.” 


What, I ask the reader, did 18th cen- 
tury heroes do in the 18th century, 
when modern determinism was not yet 
aspirin for the conscience? Technically 


Sure Touch— 


Sane Ap 


proach 
On Second Thought 

James Gray U. Minnesota, $3.00 
Reviewed by Riley Hughes, A.M.., lec- 
turer in English, Georgetown Univer- 
sity; literary editor, Columbia magazine. 
Desiccated academicians maintain a 
distinction between literary critics and 
book reviewers, but happily some book 
reviewers have not heard of it. J. Don- 
ald Adams crossed the imaginary line 
with his Shape of Books to Come. 
James Gray, now book editor of the 
Chicago Daily News, presents in On 
Second Thought an even more enheart- 
ening disregard for pigeon-holes. 

His book is made up of newspaper 


this is “inconsistency of viewpoint”; it 
is also inconsistency of character. I pre- 
sume that publishers call it “salability.” 
Surely men like Horatio Hornblower 
have lived in the past, they live today 
and they will no doubt live in the fu- 
ture. This reviewer’s quarrel is not with 
the realism; it is with the heroism. 

For centuries many heroes—pagan 
and Christian alike— have stirred the 
hearts and minds of men. There was 
Beowulf, of course—true, chaste, and 
charitable to such a point that he said 
never an unkind word when Unferth 
calumniated him. But Beowulf was just 
an old-fashioned hero, whose origins are 
lost in the depths of unilluminated bar- 
barism. There was Ulysses also, who 
risked the horrors of Hell for the sake 
of returning to a faithful wife. There 
were a whole handful of heroes in the 
Iliad... 


In the sixth book, when the Trojans 
are losing their battle against the 
Achaians, Hector takes leave of his wife 
Andromache. What a different leave- 
taking from that of Lord Hornblower 
and Lady Barbara! The pagan hero 
stretches out his arms to embrace his 
infant son; but the child draws back, 
frightened by his father’s plumed hel- 


met. The parents laugh aloud. Then’ 


putting his helmet on the ground, Hec- 
tor takes the child tenderly in his arms 
and prays that the boy may become 
greater than ever his father was. . . 

But then, no one reads the Jliad any 
more, except dull students in college 
classrooms; and Lord Hornblower ap- 
peared serially in The Saturday Evening 
Post! 








book reviews published during the past 
twenty years. The reviews are inter- 
spersed with recent comment that sums 
up and brings his subjects (or victims) 
up to date. The book is surprisingly 
well integrated and uniform in temper. 
Mr. Gray need have no apologies for 
coming forward with material. he would 
not willingly let die—most readers are 
certain to agree with him that here is 
matter of more than fugitive interest. 

On Second Thought contains the 
“heresies” of a man of common sense. 
Never one to be awed by mere bigness, 
he-describes John Galsworthy as “essen- 
tially trivial,” Eugene O’Neill as a vic- 
tim of unrewarding literary giantism, 
Sinclair Lewis as one whom it is “dif- 
ficult to accept as a major figure of 


<== 


world literature,” and Thomas Wolf 
as one whose “work stands as a mony. 
ment to the adolescent as genius,” 

Of course there is more to criticism 
than happy epigrams, and Mr. Gray js 
skillful at the sustained analysis that js 
indispensable to his art. For a sup 
touch that seldom falters and, on the 
whole, a sane approach to the art of 
fiction as it has been practiced from 
Arnold Bennett to Arthur Koestler, the 
adult reader of general tastes can find 
few more engaging companions than 
Mr. Gray on the always exciting jow- 
ney of literary discovery. 


w w w 


Dilemma of the Jew 


Thieves in the Night 
Arthur Koestler Macmillan, $2.75 


Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell, M.A. 


“. , . we shall rebuild Galilee, whether 
God takes a personal interest in the 
matter or not. The trouble is that | 
cannot take part in a drama without 
being conscious of taking part in a 
drama. The Arabs are in revolt, the 
British are washing their hands of us, 
but the Place is waiting. . . .” Speak- 
ing is Joseph, an English-born half-Jew. 
The Place is Ezra’s Tower, the location 
of an agricultural commune purchased 
from the Arabs by a group of young 
Zionists. At Joseph’s side is Dina, a 
refugee who has been tortured by the 
Nazis. - 

But Joseph is conscious of more than 
a drama. He is conscious that he is a 
Jew, and that his fellows are Jews— 
all with backgrounds of that despair 
and hope which has been the Jewish 
struggle. In a way, Joseph seeks puri- 
fication and survival for himself and 
his race. 

In what does the purification consist? 
In finding a home, and in ceasing to 
be a Jew. The two solutions are closely 
related. Jews have been Jews because 
their attempts to assimilate themselves 


-into -the- Gentile world have failed. 


Their attempts have ended only in seg 
regation; they have taken on Ghetto 
customs and mannerisms and odors. In 
their frustration they have come to hate 
themselves. The solution of this hate 
either kills or brings on the new birth. 

In Ezra’s Tower Joseph has found 


part of his salvation: “I became a 


socialist because I hated the poor; and 
I became a Hebrew because I 
the Yid.” 
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‘But Jewry is a sick race; its disease 
.homelessness, and can only be cured 
ly abolishing its homelessness.”’ Most of 
» inhabitants of Ezra’s Tower have 
ind a home, and their problem is 
ved. They have ceased to be Jews 
nd become Hebrew peasants. For them 
jp answer is as simple as Marxist 
wrarianism. 
for others the answer is not so sim- 
The lovely Dina seems to have 
wn purified when the Nazis tortured 
«,and though she is not the wife of 
seph, it is Dina who in her horrible 
ath at the hands of Arab assassins 
imvinces Joseph that the life at Ezra’s 
wwer is not enough for him. Joseph 
jins the Haganah, the secret terrorist 
wganization. 
Perhaps the problem as Joseph con- 
sives it is over-simplified. But his ac- 
jn is at least consistent with the loose 
duracter of the social conception of 
jua’s Tower. Koestler does not so 
mch justify terror as he questions 
ie simplifications of the Marxist con- 
wpt of the family. Joseph finds it easier 
lave his wife Ellen than to make 
is decision on the Haganah. 
Koestler has told his story well, with 
ree, and with occasional beauty. He 
msents the Arab and British sides 
wequately. Some of the minor char- 
wlers are well drawn. 
Many will not like some of the real- 
im. Others will forget the story for 
ie delicious polemic of Joseph’s diary. 
but most will admit that one phase in 
ie history of the Hebrew race has been 
tated well. But whether it has been 
rated truly and adequately will de- 
pod upon the overtones which the 
rader perceives. 


® * bg 









Two New Publications 


latest ventures in Catholic journal- 
are two monthly periodicals— 
iegrity and Information. Editors of 
integrity are Carol Jackson and Ed 
, two articulate young lay 
stles, and their publication is dedi- 
luted to dynamic, integrated Catholic 
ining. Information, which is produced 
y the Paulist Fathers and supercedes 
le Missionary, endeavors to collate, 
relate, and interpret, current news. 
two magazines may thus be consid- 
"td complementary in the most ac- 
irate sense of the word. 
BOOKS ON TRIAL wishes them 





Filial Worship 
John Henry Newman: Centenary 
Essays 
Newman, $2.75 
Reviewed by Raymond F. Roseliep, 
professor of English, Loras College. 


In Aubrey DeVere’s estimation Cardi- 
nal Newman was an. “intense” person- 
ality. One is impressed with that notion 
in reading these centenary essays by 
ten sturdy Newmanites. It is what he 
was and not simply what he did that 
makes Newman, convert of a hundred 
years, the towering character. A spirit- 
ual dynamo, he brought the reality of 
God’s nearness to his fellow men. His 
hold on his own generation and on those 
succeeding it is utterly remarkable. 
“Namque erit ille mihi semper deus” 
is the imprint each of these essayists 
makes, though none stoops to that lam- 
entably cheap type of hero worship 
common to one-man studies. There is 
a wholesome sense of filial worship, 
which can be contagious, in both the 
biographical and critical literary dis- 


cussions. 
* x x 


On St. Thomas’ 
Latin 


Cicero in the Courtroom 
of St. Thomas 

E. K. Rand Marquette U., $1.50 
Reviewed by Thomas Donlan, O-P., 
Fenwick High School, Oak Park, Ill. 


This easily-read and carefully-docu- 
mented little work (the Aquinas Lecture 
for 1945, published after Dr. Rand’s 
death) introduces the reader to St. 
Thomas Aquinas, cultured gentleman 
and masterful teacher. The reason for 
the title becomes apparent only half- 
way through the book where the author 
compares the Angelic Doctor to a judge 
who summons to his courtroom the 
authorities of the Scriptures, the Fa- 
thers of the Church and the Ancients to 
decide the truth of the questions he 
proposes in his Summa Theologica. The 
witness offered by Cicero is the chief 
concern of the work, although St. Thom- 
as’ use of Seneca and Boethius is treat- 
ed in an appendix for the sake of com- 
pleteness. 

Among the many commendable fea- 
tures of the great American Latinist’s 
work is an introductory section which 
gives an insight into the early education 
of St. Thomas and his acquaintance 


with the classics which was begun in 
his youth. The reader will find this 
particularly enlightening because too 
often the teaching ability of St. Thomas 
is extolled in such a manner that one 
loses sight of his broad cultural achieve- 
ments. 

The latinity of St. Thomas is dis- 
cussed and compared with that of Cice- 
ro. Strong arguments in favor of the 
trenchant style of the Angelic Doctor 
are advanced in clear terms and through 
the use of suitable comparisons. Inter- 
esting allusions are made to the depend- 
ence of Dante upon St. Thomas. 

Using the figure of the courtroom to 
describe the scholastic method of re- 
search employed in the “Summa” is an 
enjoyable introduction to the method of 
St. Thomas. Those who are at the be- 
ginnings of the study of St. Thomas as 
well as more advanced students will 
profit from a reading of this book. 

Throughout the book one finds a 
note of great reverence for things holy 
mingled with an urbane and refined hu- 
mor which make the reading a pleasure. 


* * * 


Fictionized Sociology 
Double Wedding Ring 
Josephine Lawrence A-C, $2.50 
Reviewed by Lucille K. Keenen 


In this novel, Miss Lawrence attempts 
a picture of the family-relationship prob- 
lem: that of mother to daughter, son 
to mother and the inevitable mother-in- 
law problem. Her characters are ex- 
tremes, and she is Tolstoyan in her 
minuteness of their daily life. She rep- 
resents, however, no serious threat to 
Tolstoy. 

Double Wedding Ring concerns a 
supposedly average home in the post- 
war age, with a too naive mother at- 
tempting to readjust to middle-age. Her 
five children have left the parental nest; 
one sacrificed in the war, and the others, 
beset by minor and real tragedies, have 
shut her out of their lives. To further 
complicate matters, her husband too be- 
comes independent and requires adroit 
handling. I doubt, however, that the 
average family, even in these times of 
doubtful morality, contains within itself 
the seeds of a near divorce, murder, 
suicide, and abortion. 

Though it was intended as more, it 
remains a light novel with a brief mes- 
sage oi the reality of marriage and 
family ties. 
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“This Is Great Criticism” 


The Noble Voice 
Mark Van Doren Holt, $3.00 


Reviewed by James F. Larkin, C.S.V., 
Ph.D., Professor of English, De Paul 
University 


This critical study of ten famous poems 
in world literature is a very useful in- 
troduction to the enjoyable reading of 
the classics, which thanks to Mr. Hut- 
chins and others are in vogue once 
more. 

A separate chapter is devoted to. the 
Iliad and Odyssey, from the Greek; to 
Virgil’s Aeneid, and the atheistic Lu- 
cretius’ atomic view of the Nature of 
Things, in Latin; to Dante’s immortal 
Divine Comedy; and to the English 
chef-d’ oeuvres of Chaucer, Spenser, Mil- 
ton, Byron and Wordsworth. Through- 
out there is maintained a remarkable 
economy of richly detailed interpreta- 
tion, which not even the most facile of 
styles can conceal. 

For example, on the Jliad, the critic 
will treat a given theme, such as the 
cause of war or the sense of burden 
“huge to the point of hopelessness,” 
only to point out an underlying artistic 
principle. At the same time, there is 
such adequate summary of action and 
so well selected illustrations of these 
matters from the text itself in beautiful 
translation, that within the space of 
twenty or thirty pages one may obtain 
an expert insight into this or any of the 
other poems. 

And there is more. To meet Priam 
pleading with Achilles for the body of 
Hector “until once I have clasped in 
my arms my son, and have put from 
me the desire for wailing”; to find 
Iphidamus falling in battle “far from 
his wedded wife, far from the bride of 
whom he had known no joy”; to face 
with Achilles the foreknowledge of his 
doom, “howbeit even so I will not cease 
until I have driven the Trdjans to sur- 
feit of war”: acquaintanceship with 
these tragic ironies is better to under- 
stand our learned critic’s conclusion 
that all the world is here. 

This is true, it should be observed, 
in an even surer sense than Van Doren 
suggests. It is the World that is here, 
since the Iliad is the great tragedy of 
men without supernatural hope. And in 
their heartaches and disasters is more 
than mere literary catharsis; these 
things are the heritage of original sin 


and should dispose the reader’s mind 
for the Divine Compassion in man’s 
later Redemption. 


The Quality of Courage 

Van Doren’s scholarly objectivity is 
known to all serious students of English 
literature. In these essays, furthermore, 
one must add to his intelligent appraisal 
the quality of courage. He steadfastly 
refuses to accept the stereotypes and 
poses so frequently advanced to glorify 
poets in the Protestant tradition of 
English literature. Still less is he con- 
tent with the literary historian’s partial 
perspective based on the facts of au- 
thorship, dates, sources, etc., no matter 
how necessary these considerations may 
be as a material basis for criticism of a 
given work. 

The essential attitude that he adopts 
and recommends is embodied rather in 
such questions as these: 

What is a given poem about? What 

happens in it? What exists in it? If 

too little of the world is in it, why 
is that? If all the world is there, by 
what miracle has this been done? Is 
tragedy or comedy at work, and what 
is the difference between these two 
and what the resemblance? Are the 
facts of life accounted for in the 
unique way that poetry accounts for 
them, and is the poem something 
therefore that any man should read? 

This lengthy quotation from the pref- 
ace, besides indicating the pertinency 
of Van Doren’s approach to his work, 
is even more justified for its illustration 
of a point of view that some of us had 
begun to fear was limited to such dis- 
tinguished critics as Miss Kelly and 
Miss Monroe. Mr. Van Doren’s work 
would be even more valid if he shared 
their certainty in the prior problems of 
philosophy and Faith. 

The foregoing examination of critical 
procedure as it is applied to Homer, 
with all its typical qualities and few 
defects, leaves room only for restricted 
comment on the remaining chapters of 
this admirable work. In contrast to 
Homer (and our author’s rich variety of 
points-of-view finds its way into every 
essay), Virgil looks to the future found- 
ing of Rome for his theme. All the more 
amazing, in view of this political pre- 
occupation, is the lustre of his literary 
style. Indeed “Virgil must be beautiful, 
or his subject dies.” And thus reminding 


us of the tears in the nature of th; 
he unconsciously attests the insufficien. 
cy of Augustan political organization, 


“Whole Greater Than Their Sym" 

If the author of the Aeneid coy 
only prophesy a golden age, the Chris. 
tian Dante, who was proud to rely o 
Virgil’s guidance at the outset of th 
Divine Comedy, achieved its spiritual 
fulfilment in a poem in which, Va 
Doren states, its poetry is its phil 
sophy and its philosophy its poetry, Its 
grammar is that of sin; and if it ly 
been shallowly compared to a Swis 
clock, we are reminded that every tick 
of his time suggests eternity. The mir. 
acle of this classic is that “The details 
of the poem we read are supreme in 
power, but the whole is greater than 
their sum,” leading us at last to th 
vision of the love that moves the su 
and the other stars. This is great criti 
cism. 


It is refreshing to find in the treat- 
ment of the other (post-Christian) 
poems the quality of courageous state. 
ment mentioned above. Thus Milton’ 
language while more successful than his 
plot, is still never absorbed, as Shake. 
speare’s is, by the theme, “ a great poem 
eats its words”; and while “Paradise 
Lost is as near to greatness as a poem 
without simple vision can go . . . (it) 
comes last in the great list, walking 
lame.” Such criticism is long overdue, 
and should be a challenge to similar 
Catholic independence from _ seculat 
standards in the matter of anthologies 
and required reading. 


The literary weakness of Don Juan, 
Van Doren sees as the lack of serious 
purpose behind Byron’s futile satire 0! 
his milieu. Not even its scintillating 
style, and “No talk is like it in th 
world of verse,” can distract us from 
the unavoidable question on content; 
and I think the average reader, no mat 
ter how amused at Byron’s digressiots 
will agree with our author’s all-too-late 
wish that the poet “had something 
say as he passed his mornings and filled 
his foolscap.” 


W ordsworth—Proust 

Perhaps bravest of all is our critics 
final chapter on Wordsworth’s Pr 
—an autobiographical poem written ® 
convince the author of his mission 
write an epic (which was never 
coming). Certain incidents and place 
—the boat, the frozen lake, the imptt 
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‘gons of Cambridge—are unforgettable 
vignettes, but as a whole the poem 
never emerges from the womb of Words- 
yorth’s subjectivity: “The only world 
he had was within his mind.” Now if a 
pronouncement like this will wound the 
felings of a certain coterie of graduate 
gholars, even more irritating should be 
Yan Doren’s remarkable comparison of 
this poem with the fiction of Proust. In 
both, apparently, the meaning of the 
present can be found only in recollec- 
tions of the past; and the recollections 
of Wordsworth have failed here to in- 
gire intellible generalization. The Pre- 


‘ufficien. 


zation, 





Mes lude thus remains “a work of fancy af- 
detais@ ter all—a work in which sensory magic 
eme ing has saved from oblivion a few moments 
sr than out of one man’s life.” 
to the If in this collection of essays the 
the smn author fails to reach the full status of 
it criti Catholic criticism because of indiffer- 
ence to the moral and dogmatic impli- 
oe cations in the “greats,” and if he is oc- 
istian) casionally vague or flip in references to 
Christian sources, he has at all events 
pes ‘ cleared away a great mass of under- 
vain bs brush which up to this time has all too 
Shake often passed as landscaping in the field 
t of literature. The work is accordingly 
oe recommended to all who feel the need 
of a realistic, face-to-face introduction 
rit to the classics, and to the intellectual 
raking climate in which they should be read. 
pas If, as one may well doubt despite the 
similar author’s reputation, it is well-received 
‘oa by the scholarly reviewers, we may 
slog hope for an early revolution of literary 
standards. We may hope, despite the 
tower of Babel, to hear the noble voice 
J wt @ once more. 
wre Tae tones 
lating ° 
nthe Fellowship Novel 
from Flight of the Swan 
ntent Margaret Ann Hubbard Bruce, $3.00 
y mat Reviewed by Abigail Quigley McCarthy, 
sion, M.A., lecturer in literature, College of 
yo-late © St. Catherine and St. Benedict’s College, 
ing 0% ©=Minnesota; author of several short 
filled stories. 
Margaret Ann Hubbard has written an 
absorbing story of the life of Hans 
ritics§ Christian Andersen, Denmark’s poet 
ye Nd story-teller. The story of Andersen 
ent 4 romantic story in the true sense 


of the word—the story of his famous 
ugly duckling. It is the story of a man 
born in very mean circumstances who 
has such faith in his gift of genius that 
he rises to be the best-loved writer of 










Europe, a friend of kings, the envy of 
other men. It is the story of a man 
whose striving for happiness is so con- 
stant and intense that he never fully 
satisfies it. 


Hans Christian Andersen comes from 
Miss Hubbard’s pen as a rather com- 
plicated character. She depicts him as 
childish, unstable, quite selfish, but a 
true poet. whose idiosyncrasies are 
suffered gladly by his friends because 
of the gift he can give the public. At 
times it is hard to reconcile the some- 
times ranting, sometimes puerile An- 
dersen of the author’s re-creation with 
the sweet wisdom of the excerpts from 
his work which precede each chapter. 
But Miss Hubbard is probably exactly 
right—the best of a poet goes into his 
work, not into his life. 


The whole life of Andersen is here. 
There is first his unhappy boyhood in 
Odense where he lives with his witless 
mother and his stepfather, the butt of 
the town’s jokes and bullying, comfort- 
ed only by the understanding of his 
grandmother. There are the years of 
struggle and starvation in Copenhagen, 
the years of slow climbing to what was 
still and early fame, and the years of 
achievement marred by an inordinate 
fear of criticism and by unhappy loves 
—(one for Jenny Lind!). 

Miss Hubbard’s fictionized biography 
brings much alive for us. The northern 
Europe of a century and a century and 
a half ago has been almost forgotten. 
In that Europe of small principalities, 
duchies and kingdoms only the gifted 
were able to break through rigid class 
lines and rise out of that condition in 
life in which God had placed them (and 
in which He intended them to stay, ac- 
cording to the social belief of the 
times). But men of genius were able to 
rise very high and those born to good 
fortune were pleased and glad to help 
them. That world of patrons and poets, 
of state-supported art, is the scene of 
this book. 


As a biographical novel or a fiction- 
ized biography Flight of the Swan seems 
formless. Incident follows incident with 
no apparent plan. The characters, too, 
seem unmotivated. Only Hans Chris- 
tian and the faithful Henriette really 
live. However, it seems from the begin- 
ning and end of the book that is the 
purpose of the author to present the life 
of Hans Christian Andersen in the at- 
mosphere and with the manner of one 





of his own wonder-tales. In that she has 
succeeded. The book has all the spell 
of a fairy tale come true. 

* * * 


Good Novel— 
Good Biography 
New Orleans Woman 
Harnett T. Kane Doubleday, $2.75 
Reviewed by Marie Faust 


A succession of distinguished historians 
have written about New Orleans: 
Charles Gayarre, Grace King and Lyle 
Saxon. Now Harnett Kane is added to 
that list, for he has given us a bio- 
graphical novel about Myra Clark 
Gaines, the heroine of Louisiana’s most 
most celebrated case. 

Here, fiction does not lag behind fact, 
for New Orleans Woman is a very good 
novel and an equally good biography. 

Wars and presidents came and went 
but the lawsuit of Mrs. Gaines for her 
fortune and name went on and on for 
generations. This fortune for which she 
fought from 1832 until her death in 
1885, embraced a third of the Crescent 
City, many plantations and business 
interests, the possession of which would 
have made her one of the richest women 
of her time. 

In this book the author has given us 
a background as Creole as gumbo, for 
most of the action takes place in old 
New Orleans, in the French Quarter 
with its courtyards and narrow streets, 
its balconies and iron lace, the old city 
in its years of affluence when this in- 
domitable woman refused to relinquish 
her claims for the wealth she thought 
belonged too her. Mr. Kane has writ- 
ten a readable and striking account of 
a famous woman who remained un- 
shaken in the face of many defeats and 
at the same time he has added another 
chronicle to the history of New Orleans 


and its people. 
* * 


2,500,000 Members 


According to The Saturday Review of 
Literature, the three Doubleday book 
clubs — Literary Guild, Dollar Book 
Club, and Book League of America— 
have two and a half million members. 
(The oldest Catholic club, we under- 
stand, has two thousand, or less.) 

One man, says this article, picks the 
books for all three clubs—reading at 
least 12 books thoroughly each week, 
and skimming through 20 to 25 more. . 
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At one time, the Guild was operating 
in the red, but the deficit was overcome 
by adding postage charges to the cost 
of the book. At present, the postage 
charges amount to $150,000 a month. 

Formerly, both the Dollar Club and 
the Book League “were undisguised 
mail-order devices to get rid of Double- 
day remainders.” At present, the Guild’s 
selections are new books. Book League 
selections go out six weeks to three 
months after publication, and Dollar 
Club choices are sent out three to six 
months from the publication date. 


w * * 


For Racial Justice 


Tale of the Twain 

Sam Constantino Harper, $2.50 
In September of 1945, twenty-four peo- 
ple sat around a conference table to 
decide on the “Plan of Future Japan,” 
the atomic bomb having ended hostili- 
ties and opened the way to the far 
greater and more difficult problems of 
peace. Sam Constantino, whose pre-war 
Amen, Amen ($2.00) showed promise, 
visualizes the committee with an air of 
unexplained condescension—an admiral, 
a general, congressmen, and senators 
who were pot-bellied, but intelligent, 
university presidents who attended out 
of more than mere politeness, an author 
who despite his four published books 
was not oppressive, a newspaper man, 
about whom more later. 

This is the opening chapter. The book 
ends with a report on the closing ses- 
sion six weeks later. In between, author 
Constantino weaves a story of romance, 
intrigue and adventure. In the inferen- 
tial application of this story to the Fu- 
ture Plan, there is an evident attempt 
to expose a lesson in Christian toler- 
ance. There is no sermonizing. The 
reader must make his own application. 

Shifting back and forth from the U. 
S. and Japan, the story involves a beau- 
tiful Eurasian girl who attends a 
California university, an American who 
becomes a prisoner of war in Japan, and 
a Japanese boy who loves the girl but 
whose father refuses consent to their 
marriage because the. girl is of mixed 
blood—her father is Japanese but her 
dead mother was white, a missionary 
from Scotland. 

The Nisei of California are also in- 
volved. These American-born children 
of Japanese parents together with their 
families suffered abominably by having 


to give up their farms and their work 
and being “relocated.” They are por- 
trayed as peace-loving, patriotic citizens 
whose willingness to work long, hard 
hours enraged the local agriculturalists 
who suffered from their competition. 
(Working 16 hours a day and saving 
every nickel to acquire a piece of land 
of their own is immensely unpopular at 
the moment among many of those who 
are coasting along on the accumulations 
of national wealth which our own fore- 
bears built up by similar sacrifice and 
industry. ) 

The main story begins in Japan six 
months before Pearl Harbor. The mili- 
tary party had gained ascendancy and 
through “thought-control” propaganda 
was preparing the people for war with 
the U. S. It is the first story I have read 
of the escape of an American prisoner 
of war in Japan—and this through the 
help of the half-bred Japanese girl and 
two Japanese newspapermen who were 
from the beginning opposed to the war 
and to hatred of Americans. 

The story is enlightening and encour- 
aging. High school seniors can under- 
stand its implications. Some of the char- 
acters spill “hells” and “damns” about 
at times, but they are good, clean, well- 
placed expletives which should offend 
no reader of this wholesome, refreshing 
fiction. 

Sam Constantino was a famous Boy 
Scout (See Books ON TRIAL, March, 
1944). This present book reflects his 
training. 

be 
* tt % 


By Antoine’s Widow 


Kingdom of the Rocks 
Consuelo de St. Exupery Random, $2.75 


Reviewed by Abigail Quigley McCar- 
thy, M.A., author of short stories, one 
of which appears in Our Father’s House. 


Kingdom of the Rocks is the account 
of a colony of young artists, architects, 
and sculptors who sought to redeem 
France as best they could during the 
years of occupation by rebuilding the 
medieval town of Oppede, a ruin high 
on the cliffs of Provence. As Bernard, 
leader of the group, explains it, “... 
when the world has crumbled—when 
there is nothing left but ruins, the only 
people who count are the workers—the 
artists, if you like—I mean those who 
know how to construct something, who 
can give men a sign, a form, a play of 
thought and imagination, pattern and 


inspiration for the spirit that still leayes 
the spirit free.” 

Actually it is hard to decide whether 
the reader deals with reality or fan 
in this book. The existence of the col. 
ony of Oppede is not to be questioned, 
nor can its significance as a stronghold 
for the fit and as a solution to the 
problem of national disintegration be 
minimized. But the school of Oppede, 
its history, the members of the com. 
munity—all come to the reader strained 
through Mme. de St. Exupery’s per. 
sonality and colored by her imagination 
in such a way that it is difficult to know 
where her vision of Oppede ends and 
the reality begins. 

In his beautiful books Antoine de St. 
Exupery restored to literature the lux 
ury of revery. He achieved his success 
in communicating his awareness of 
beauty in all things by means of an 
objective, precise introspection careful- 
ly recorded for his readers. Unfortu. 
nately, his wife does not have his power, 

The style of Kingdom of the Rocks 
is very spotty. For every passage of 
beautiful description, for every careful- 
ly interpreted conversation, there are 
pages of childlike, egocentric narration. 
The author is almost always self-con- 
scious and frequently sententious. It is 
to be feared that she often gives way 
to her self-confessed penchant for 
“story-telling.” Then, too, her casual 
Latin brand of Catholicism is a little 
hard to take, as is her easy acceptance 
of the heretical Catharists of the middle 
ages as romantic and _ sympathetic 
figures. 

Nevertheless, Kingdom of the Rocks 
is a book American readers should not 
miss, if only because it will make them 
realize anew how very ancient Europe's 
culture is and how deep-rooted its vi- 
tality. The mother continent is shat- 
tered, war-torn, self-despoiled, but it 


can teach us values still. 
w * * 


Guadalupe ... 


Roses for Mexico 

Ethel Cook Eliot Mac, $1.75 
Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, SJ. 
Ph.D., Associate Director, Institute of 
Social Order, St. Louis Mo., former 
President, Creighton University, Omaha. 
In 119 pages the convert wife of 4 
Smith College professor tells again it 
a charming way the oft-told charming 
story of the Indian Juan Diego and the 
beautiful Indian maiden of Tepeyae 
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sho turned out to be Our Lady of of appreciative readers. It has been 
Guadalupe. This title, an echo of Gua- widely discussed, and as_ expected, : Choral Poetry 
falupe in Spain, was chosen by Our brought up varying opinions. For some Wisdom for Welfare 
it was a courageous undertaking, ably Sister M. Dolorita, SS.N.D. Bruce, $2.00 


lady herself without any word of ex- 
planation as to its meaning or sig- 
nificance. 

To develop the dramatic simplicity 
of the story to the full Mrs. Eliot fic- 
jonizes some details but does no vio- 
nce to the authentic history of the 
main events. To us Norte Americanos 
his wonderful story cannot be told too 
giten or too impressively. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is the Mother of the Indians, 
the Mother of Mexico, the Mother of 
latin America. Even when faith is weak 
o¢ morals inconsistent, devotion to the 
Mother of Guadalupe is strong, pas- 
jonately strong. It is the Fourth of 
july and Gettysburg and Yorktown and 
Valley Forge and Plymouth Rock, 
Washington and Jefferson and Lincoln, 
all rolled in one. It is a national as well 
as a religious tradition. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is a vener- 
able tradition over 400 years old—since 
December 12, 1531. That is nearly 100 
years before Plymouth Rock, only 39 
years after Columbus and 1492. It is 
142 years older than the apparitions of 
the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary 
(1673), 327 years older than Lourdes 
(1858), 386 years before Fatima. As 
these devotions have captured the heart 
of the world, so has the Mother of Gua- 
talupe captured and held the heart of 
latin America. 

Mrs. Eliot was a good one to tell this 
touching story of a great historical 
tligious fact in New World history. 
She wrote several successful juveniles 
for her own children while they were 
gowing up and since then at least four 
adult novels, 

w x bx 


Apologia for a 
Translation 


The Epistles and Gospels for 
Sundays and Holy Days 
Ronald Knox S & W, $2.50 
Reviewed by Richard T. Murphy, O.P., 
SP.Lr., S.T.D., Prolyta S.S., professor 
of Exegesis, Hebrew and Archeology, 
imican House of Studies, River 
Forest, Ill. : newly appointed translator 
last 26 chapters of the Book of Isaias 
lor the Confraternity revision of the 
Old Testament. 
Msgr. Knox’s New Testament in Eng- 
is by now familiar to a wide circle 


accomplished by a recognized master of 
English. Others, admitting his mastery 
over words, found the translation fas- 
cinating reading, but objected that it 
was frequently more a paraphrase than 
a translation. However one may incline 
to one side or the other, his work is 
here to stay. 

The present volume, moderately 
priced for its size, contains the epistles 
and gospels which are read in Church 
on Sundays and Holy Days. Each sec- 
tion of the Scripture is accompanied by 
a commentary which is brief, brusque, 
and very much to the point. These com- 
mentaries are “conducted tours” through 
the labyrinthine ways of critical in- 
quiry, revealing the steps pursued by 
the author in determining the text and 
the meaning of the texts. Philological 
discussions are sharpened to meet the 
difficulties of the text in question; they 
afford us a glimpse of the tremendous 
labor involved in making a translation 
which aims at being readable, reason- 
able, and faithful to the original. 

A book of this type is not especially 
easy reading for people unacquainted 
with scriptural problems, but it contains 
the new texts arranged in Sunday se- 
quence, which is one recommendation 
for it. Another is the humor which quite 
unexpectedly will pop up in the midst 
of serious argument; some of it is very 
good, some of it not so successful. I 
think on the whole priests will read this 
book with profit and appreciation, and 
also with discrimination. 


Reviewed by Raymond F. Roseliep, 
author of poetry appearing in “Spirit,” 
“Catholic World.” 


Inhabitants of the modern chaotic world 
cry out for faith. This plea for faith is 
wisdom for their welfare. 


Such is the lofty theme of Sister 
Dolorita’s dramatic poem, which begins 
in the earth’s faith-empty darkness and 
ends in the heavens’ faith-filled light. 
Men and women of the world and the 
Woman, who is the Mother of Wisdom, 
are the characters. The earth-bound 
ones make vigorous appeals for relief 
from gloom and disorder and hunger; 
and the Woman who listens and be- 
seeches, and then points out the re- 
demptive sacrifice of her Son, convinces 
all to pursue the illumination of faith. 

This is a fine piece of writing. The 
lines are terse and strong, many of them 
glowing poetry. Some of the chanting 
recalls the chorus voices in T. S. Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral. Alliteration is 
used to good effect; narrative and action 
dialogue, interrupted with exquisite 
songs, and the employment of both 
rhymed and unrhymed lines, stave off 
monotony. The theme is presented with- 
out tarrying, and the progression is 
rapid, growing into a superb climax— 
“He will find the King in His beauty”— 
which leaves one with a sense of breath- 
less wonderment. 

The introduction by Monsignor Ful- 
ton Sheen is itself a beautiful prelude 
to Sister Dolorita’s music. 





Our Spirit Friends 


Speaking of Angels 
David P. McAstocker, S.J. Bruce, $2.75 
Reviewed by A. Patrick Madgett, S.J., 


John Carroll University, Cleveland, 
Ohio; author of Christian Origins. 


There are forces in this world other 
than atoms and atom bombs. It is high 
time someone reminded reflecting men 
of these powers. In his latest book 
Father McAstocker does just that. The 
sway of spirits, malevolent and benefi- 
cent, on the lives of men is described 
with abundant illustration. Unfortunate- 
ly for the world, evil spirits find little 
opposition while the good spirits are too 


seldom enlisted, even by good men, in 
the age-old struggle. 

With no little forcefulness the author 
reminds his readers of the powerful aids 
God has placed at their disposal for the 
spiritual conquest of themselves and of 
the world. Unfortunately the facile use 
of illustrations to lighten exposition, 
becomes, as the beek progresses, too 
profuse. In the latter half of the book 
it is only with difficulty that these 
lengthy anecdotes are made to seem 
pertinent to the theme. Let us hope that 
this loss of unity through digression 
will not distract readers from the main 
lesson of the book: the great need and 
value of “cultivating” our spirit friends 
in our strivings for our own and the 
world’s salvation. 
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Mysticism 
The Mystical Life 
Pascal P. Parente Herder, $2.50 
Reviewed by Conell Dowd, C.P., Ph.D.., 
professor of dogmatic theology, Pas- 
sionist House of Studies, Chicago. 


The publication of this final volume 
of a two volume study in Christian 
spirituality by Doctor Parente realizes 
a long felt need. The first volume, The 
Ascetical Life, treats of the common 
states of perfection. This present one 
gives us a “comprehensive introduction 
into Christian mysticism and mystical 
life.” 

The present work, is a theological 
treatise intended primarily for priests 
and seminarians. Doctor Parente has 
given us an orderly presentation of the 
basic principles of mysticism with an 
explicit application of these principles 
to the various states of mystical life. 
It is important to note that in the in- 
terpretation of principle and fact he 
follows most faithfully the school of 
theology -commonly identified today 
with the name of Father Poulain. 

This volume is..a popularization of 
lectures given to the theological stu- 
dents of the Catholic University of 
America. It is a technical work, but 
this fact need frighten no one, for the 
adaptation to the requirements of the 
careful informed reader has been most 
thorough both as regards thought con- 
tent and style. 

Doctor Parente himself describes the 
book as an “introduction.” There is a 
marked clarity and simplicity in his 
explanation ,of. technical terms and a 
use of knowledge commonly possessed 
by the reader in his description of the 
various mystical states. Moreover he 
avoids, in so far as is possible, the ad- 
vanced discussion of involved problems. 
Such work is made available to indi- 
viduals through liberal citation and 
bibliography. 

One may agree or disagree with the 
theological argumentation and conclu- 
sion of the author but one can not help 
but regret the abruptness with which 
other theological opinions are brushed 
aside. This book would be of greater 
value if it included an objective state- 
ment of positions that have sound au- 
thority in the theology of the Church. 
The ‘author most faithfully expounds 
the sound doctrine of Father Poulain, 
the Jesuit theologian. 

The exact reading of this book will 


not make exhausting demands upon one. 
The careful perusal will yield an abun- 
dance of most necessary knowledge. 
Such knowledge is a prerequisite for 
one who reads mystical literature; it 


‘ is demanded of all priests by rea- 


son of their ministry. The book is 
a ready-to-hand instrument for the 
acquisition of this knowledge of the 
mystical life. There is a bibliography 
of fundamental source material for the 
benefit of those who desire to delve 
more deeply into the various questions 
and problems, and an adequate index 
of persons and things. 
* BA * 


Spiritual Pride 


Woman of the Pharisees 


Francois Mauriac (tr. Gerard Hopkins) 
Holt, $2.50 


The creator of Viper’s Tangle, a dev- 
astating picture of Catholics who have 
“come down from the Cross,” has 
achieved in Woman of the Pharisees a 
similarly piercing and tragedy-freighted 
essay in another type of off-center Ca- 
tholicism: the pharisaicism of the 
“Elect” (a woman in this case), who 
makes the fatal mistake of confusing 
her own judgments with the judgments 
of God, to the disaster of herself and all 
on whom her influence is exercised. 
This may seem an odd subject for a 
successful piece of fiction, and indeed 
no one but a Frenchman, and an artist, 
and a man who knows firsthand the 
ecstasies and agonies of the “astonish- 
ing” (the word is Mauriac’s) adventure 
that is true Catholicism, could have suc- 
ceeded in it. It is not a subject with 
which Catholics in America—where 
Mass can be heard (if not participated 
in) in 15 minutes flat, and spiritual di- 
rection is largely a luxury for maiden 
ladies—are familiar. Nor is it a subject 
to be tackled by American writers, to 
whom the secret of embodying the criti- 
cal issues of spiritual life in living fic- 
tional form has yet to be vouchsafed. 
For Mauriac, however (and Bloy, 
Bernanos, Maritain and all who have 
caught the Vision of the Centre), no 
other drama is possible than the varie- 
grated quest for the Infinite. It is not 
a thesis to be proved, a lesson to be 
forced on his readers, but the essential 
material of all his thinking and creating. 
Because of this imperative, his form is 
both disciplined and free, his plot un- 
folds with ease and logic and natural 
suspense, his characterizations are char- 
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itable and valid, his words (even jn 
translation) always the right one, His 
idiom is handmaiden to his vision, but, , 
artist that he is, the vision is revealej 
only through his plot, his characteriza. 
tions, his words. He is the consummate 
Novelist, who, though “tempted to 
lence” in his God, yet “cannot ng 
write,” for such is his apostolate, 

Perhaps Maritain had Mauriac jy 
mind when he wrote, “The Blood of the 
Redemption which can turn a man into 
a friend of God, can also, if It touches 
them, exorcise Art and the Novel.” Ti 
Woman of the Pharisees is drenched in 
that Blood. 

Mary ELteEn Evans 


w * * 


Church Unity 


Toward a United Church 
William Adams Brown Scribner, $2.50 
Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, SJ, 
Ph.D., Institute of Social Order, 


Churches as well as states are dreaming 
of “One World.” While the states are 
struggling to evolve a United Nations, 
the non-Catholic sects are struggling to 
evolve a United Church. A World Cour- 
cil of Churches will be announced be- 
fore long after years of preparation. 
Over 90 churches in 33 countries have 
enlisted in this “Ecumenical Move- 
ment.” Still holding out because of doc. 
trine are some of the Eastern Orthodox 
churches, the Southern Baptists of the 
United States and the Roman Catholits 
This book, published after the auth- 
or’s death, is the story of the move 
ment. For over 30 years he has been 
a world leader in the movement and 
professor of theology in the. Union 
Theological Seminary. The World 
Council of Churches will begin as 4 
federation without any real central 
authority, with a compromise. 
founded on emotion rather than reas0.. 
and revelation. For instance the Pres: 
byterian author urges that, even befort 
we agree on a creed and accept the 
orders of the consecrating ministets, 
we worship together and receive col 
munion together. In short he propose 
that Catholics become Protestants. 
We Catholics can only pray the 
harder in our annual Church Unity 
Octave and urge our separated brethren 
to continue their efforts to unite among 
themselves first. Then we will hope thal 
one day in God’s providence the 
union of Christendom will follow. 
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Difficult Topic 
The Formative Years of The 
Catholic University of America 
John Tracy Ellis 
Amer. Cath. Hist. Ass’n, $3.00 
Reviewed by Bonaventure Schwinn, O. 
§B., Ph.D., vice president and professor 
of philosophy, Mt. St. Scholastica’s 
College. 


for years before the Catholic Univer- 
sity of America became an actuality in 
1889, such an institution was frequently 
discussed in the Catholic periodicals of 
the time, and during the more than half 
acentury of its existence it has received 
a great deal of publicity. The old files 
of The Catholic World, The American 
Catholic Quarterly Review, The Boston 
Pilot, and The Freeman’s Journal con- 
tain many articles about the University. 
But time is essential for historical per- 
gective. The Second and Third Coun- 
cis of Baltimore are now sufficiently 
remote, the heated controversies that 
accompanied the founding of the Uni- 
versity are cold, and now the full story 
can be told. It is told with relative 
completeness for the first time by Dr. 
John Tracy Ellis, associate professor 
of American Church History in the 
Catholic University. , 

By virtue of the many years Father 
Ellis has spent at the Catholic Univer- 
sity. both as student and professor and 
his positions as Secretary of the 
American Catholic Historical Associa- 
tion and Managing Editor of The Cath- 
tlic Historical Review, he was exceed- 
ingly well qualified to make this study. 
The chief merit of the book is that it 
Sdrawn from archival sources, which 
ue quite extensive and of which Dr. El- 
lsseems to have made a very thorough 
study, His approach is admirably ob- 
jttive and he is very careful to avoid 
attisanship. 

Besides being scholarly, the book is 
iensely interesting. 

One cannot help feeling a slight 
winge of disappointment that Dr. Ellis 

hot. go on with his story, which 
mds, so to speak, when the first class 
tell rings. But then one remembers that 
the Struggle is ended and the situation 
become stable: the show is over. 
drama ceases and education begins. 
The author intended to write only of 
le formative years of the University, 
iid he rightly says in his Preface that 
*i8 a yet too early to tell the further 
of the University’s development. 





Flesh & Blood Saint 


St. Martin of Tours 
Henri Ghéon S & W, $2.00 


Reviewed by John Thomas Bonée, O. P. 


The late Henri Gheon had a genius for 
making the most extraordinary saints 
come to life, in an age in which the 
unfortunate trend is to make the most 
human saints seem like legends. After 
the pietistic travesties that crowd our 
bookshelves in the name of hagiography, 
reading Gheon is like taking a spiritual 
bath. 

This life of St. Martin of Tours— 
patron of Gaul, monk, bishop, apostle 
—like St. Vincent Ferrer and The Cure 
of Ars, deals with a saint to whom 
working miracles was an almost daily 
affair. And without in the least under- 
stating the extraordinary element, it 
gives us a saint of flesh and blood. 

Such a biography of St. Martin is 
doubly appropriate at this time. First, 
because a great many veterans of the 
recent war are leaving the world to be- 
come priests and religious; Martin—who 
was first a soldier, then a monk—is 
their special patron. Second, because 
Martin is the patron of ‘France; and 
France, the eldest daughter of the 
Church, is today undergoing another 
great moral reconstruction. We can pray 
to Martin for France. 

Gheon has produced another biogra- 
phy at once inspiring and literate— 
qualities only too rarely found together 
in modern lives of the saints. 

* * * 

There Were Two Pirates 

James Branch Cabell Farrar, Straus, $3.0C 

Reviewed by Demetrius Manousos, 

O.F.M.Cap. 

I have read no other book which left 
me with such a vivid impression re- 
garding the author and so little impres- 
sion regarding the story. Mr. Cabell 
must be the consummation of super- 
ciliousness. He deigns to smile tolerant- 
ly on human nature, Spanish culture, 
and the religion that was a part of 
it. “He writes,” to use the words of 
Joseph Hergesheimer, “as tranquilly of 
inconceivable horrors as he’ describes a 
pear tree in blossom.” He looks down 
on the human scene with the bemused 
smile of a self-acknowledged superior. 
He turns my stomach. 

I will recommend this book. If you 
have time to waste, and want to make 
sure you waste it, read There Were 
Two Pirates. 


Dignified Gildersleeve 


Uneasy Spring 
Robert Molloy 


Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley 


Macmillan, $2.75 


The title of this diverting tale might 
have been Restless Autumn, a Study in 
Middle-aged Monkey Business. The 
opening pages suggest Mr. Gildersleeve, 
with more dignity. But it’s no farce. It’s 
a shrewd, witty, but sympathetic ac- 
count of a widowed father unable to 
find himself in a wifeless world. Haras- 
sed by personal and domestic problems, 
annoyed by the solicitous meddling of 
relatives and friends, he turns a chance 
meeting into an awkward and uncon- 
vincing romance with an attractive 
young woman who wisely rejects him in 
time for him to discover what the reader 
knows all along, that Cousin Mary 
would be a more suitable mate for him 
and mother for his children. 

The author has an eye for significant 
detail and an easy touch in the telling 
that makes character, dialogue and sit- 
uation appear natural and unforced. 
Regrettably, there is the bland, implicit 
denial of such realities as sin, soul and 
grace which we have come to expect in 
the modern sophisticated novel. This 
one is unsafe for all but mature readers 
—whoever they. are. 


w * * 


Chronicle of a 


Tomboy 


Clementine 

Peggy Goodin Dutton, $2.50 

Reviewed by P. Standish O’Connor. 
Here at last is a realistic book that will 
interest and amuse an indiscriminant 
audience without shocking anyone, 
without thrilling anyone. It isn’t deep. 
But it’s ‘real.“It’s trie to the average 
life of a better than average personality. 
You live again with Clementine the 
hectic days of growing pains. One-time 
tomboys will recognize the sympathetic 
understanding of the author. 

Peggy. Goodin deserves a solid round 
of praise for her distinct literary merits. 
She has a talent for characterization. 
Even her minor characters are complete 
and memorable. Her writing is pleasing- 
ly clever, and fairly grins all the way 
through Clementine. It is worthwhile 
entertainment and effortless reading. If 
it is not- effortless writing, the traces 
are not there. (Avery Hopwood fiction 
award winner of 1945.) 
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Six Picture-Books— 


Reviewed by Mary E. Carr, housewife, 
mother of three critical children. 


Friendship Valley 
Wolo Morrow, $2.00 


An engrossing modern fable quickly and 
happily solves the pressing and perplex- 
ing food-clothing-shelter problems con- 
fronting a little group of forest animals 
when tragedy robs them of all but life 
and hope for a brighter future. The 
magical formula is “Golden Rule” ac- 
tion and its portrayal demonstrates 
clearly the joys of contributing a full 
share in friendly cooperative effort 
toward the common good and the ap- 
preciation and satisfaction which re- 
ward work well done. A child who 
enjoys the Swiss Family Robinson and 
Christopher Robin (what child does 
not?) will delight in this action packed 
story and the colorful imaginative il- 
lustrations. 
* * * 


A Farm Story 
Elsa Ruth Nast (il. Masha) Harper, $1.00 
An unusually lovely book for any and 


every child. A calmly interesting story 
of a busy and happy morning spent 
exploring a farm enhanced by truly 
beautiful illustrations of ideal blue- 
ribbon farm animals and fowl, all with 
young at the most awkward and appeal- 
ing stage of endearing babyhood. The 
artistic and accurate paintings with the 
aura of dewey morning freshness will 
be treasured by children who love pets 
(and Mother may find herself wishing 
they could be framed). 
* ca *~ 


At the Top of the House 
Albertine Deletaille H, B, $1.00 
Not enough story here for the child 


who reads. The tot who cannot, will 
be repelled by the crude and disturb- 
ing illustrations. “Go away naughty cat 
... and naughty mouse!” is the normal 
reaction of a normal child. 

* * * 


Big Brother and Little Brother 
Marion Mazer Lister (il. E. M. Rosenberg) 
Rinehart, $1.25 


We hope this inspired book which can 
help ease little heartaches will meet 
with a deserved and eager welcome from 
loving but busy parents of two or more 
children.” By reading it to and with 
the older child during the sometimes 
difficult readjustment period, the par- 
ents will be inspired to explain with 
patient and tender enthusiasm the in- 
creased importance and greater respon- 
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sibility that are Big Brother’s—now 
that another is BABY. The comforting 
little book will be an unmistakable and 
graphic reminder to the newly promoted 
HELPER that he is secure in his par- 
ents’ love and affection even though the 
tiny newcomer must receive the greater 
show of attention. 
* * * 


When it Rained Cats and Dogs 
Nancy Byrd Turner and Tibor Gergely 
Lippincott, $1.00 


Rhythmic rhyming whimsy sparkling 
with surprised chuckles. Satisfaction 
punctuates the finale with a contented 
sigh—for then everyone has a nice pet 
and all nice pets have good homes. The 
child who has or plans to have a cat 
or dog will enjoy comparing the accu- 
rately drawn and easily recognized 
sketches of the various breeds. For 
those who cannot hope for a live pet, 
this is a pleasant substitute—a tale 
spattered with colored illustrations about 
the wonderful time “When it rained. . .” 


2K * * 


Elephants 
Herbert S. Zim (il. Joy Buba) 
Morrow, $2.00 


Exciting adventure, truthful information 
and scholarly research are compressed 
into a penetratingly clear and intensely 
interesting book sparked with black and 
white illustrations that are masterpieces 
of accurate split-second portraits cap- 
turing these mammoth creatures in 
powerful action. A “must” for every 
child’s facts-are-fascinating permanent 
shelf (adults, too, will find it interest- 
ing and informative). Is it too much 
to hope: this may be the first of a 


series of such splendid texts? 
* * * 


ELEMENTARY GRADES 


The Donkey Cart 
Clyde Robert Bulla Crowell, $2.00 


The story of David and Linda and 
their summer sojourn at their uncle’s 
farm; quiet, fairly entertaining read- 
ing. Each chapter is prefaced by a sim- 
ple song, completely explanatory of the 
following chapter. 

The virtue of kindness is prevalent, 
and we find the children actually help- 
ing to save the hay crop—‘the little 
old man,” a character in the book, ap- 
pearing from seclusion and helping, too, 
and “Aunt” sending goodies to the same 
little man, who has been craving them. 

The chapters for the most part are 
unrelated, each having to do with an- 
other phase of activity on the farm, 
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and this reader found the recounting g 
little dull: not enough of real adventure 
or real excitement, and totally lacking 
in engrossing continuity. 

—Ruth Elinor Trend 


The Mullingar Heifer 
Mary Walsh (il. Henry C. Pitz) 


Knopf, $1.50 
This has the sterling way of a classic 


this warm and lovely tale of a little 
Irish boy who had no home and » 
folks (“poor lad!”), and wanted a 
grandmother more than anything els. 
How he found a grandmother, and the 
complications his discovery involves, 
are the plot of the piece, but the Irish 
folkways are its real glory. The artwork 
is well drawn and full of life. 
* * * 
INTERMEDIATE GRADES 
The Land and People of Brazil 
Rose Brown Lippincott, $2.25 
Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, OP, 
St. Edward’s School, Chicago. 


Having lived in Brazil for many years, 
Rose Brown writes with authority about 
the country and its people. She takes 
the reader on an airplane trip, aptly 
pointing out that Brazil, like South 
America itself, resembles a rough tr- 
angle. The religion, language, customs 
and political tendencies of the country 
are summed up in a brief historical 
background. Rio de Janeiro, the capi- 
tal; Sao Paolo, the Chicago of Brazil; 
and Minas Gernis, the mining center, 
are carefully described. 

The simple, direct, style of the book 
marks it as excellent. It is a factual 


book, but unlike many factual things, §). 
it is interesting. It should be considered 


a necessity by teachers of South Ameti- 
can history and geography. It convinces § 


one that there is more than an awful # 


lot of coffee in Brazil. 
* * * 
Michael’s Victory | 
Clara Ingram Judson H M, $20 @ 
Reviewed by Sister Mary of the Incar- 
nation, C.D.P., St. Anne’s Academy, 
Melbourne, Ky. 


Sound research, adequate reference 
contemporary Catholic Church Histofy, 
and a sympathetic creative pen reco 
struct the little Ohio town of Defiane 
in 1854 when Irish immigrant labor Wa 
building the Toledo and Illinois 

road. The delightful Catholic O'HaM 
family, especially 12-year-old M 

fresh from Kerry and the dire potald 
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amine, provides elements of an authen- 

‘i¢ and sprightly story for children— 

and adults, one conducive to an under- 

sanding of the “making” of our coun- 

| tty. Michael’s victory is one all need 
jrive to gain today. End map and 
illustrations are graphic and appealing. 

1 (Note: This is They Came from Ire- 

sic nd volume in the Judson series.) 

ttle * ¥ * 

no @ Prince Godfrey 


la Halina Gorska (il. Irena Lorentowicz) 
alse Roy, $3.00 


the Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend 


as 


ves, MPrince Godfrey, the gallant Knight of 

rish WH the Star of the Nativity, provides girls 

york Mand boys of all ages with a matchless 

Biero. He is incomparable in bravery 

ad daring . . . in kindness and loyalty 

. in justice and truth. And, com- 

pletely engrossing, even for adults, are 

$2.25 the strange events that befall dear lova- 

OP, ge Godfrey! He is cast into a barren, 

vemingly inescapable tower; he travels 

wer the sea on a carpet of pulsing, 

eats, B vaying, swirling birds—especially fash- 

About Fined for him; with his gift for fiddling, 

i plays for a band of wicked elves; 

hough his great deeds of charity he 

wmes into possession of two truly 

marvelous rings which later contribute 
his saving destiny. 

Beauty-loving grownups will likewise 
enchanted at Gorska’s Prince God- 
ity, because the text is as simply 
mitten as an Ave, and the artistic 
iratment, by Irena Lorentowicz, fit- 
ingly enough, can be likened to illumi- 
ued manuscript. 

American literature is enriched by 
ltis fine translation of a Polish master- 
peer pee. School librarians will want the 
vince fn for their shelves and book shops 
' feature it both for text and format 
ofl Be, ty. 

\ Ww * bg 
JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS 

He Wonderful Year 
M, $20 Nancy Barnes Messner, $2.00 


Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil. 


slough this is a period piece, slightly 
mmiscent of the “Life with Father” 
the book has a sense of timeless- 
S. The pen and ink drawings by 
ult Seredy add a quaint touch. The 
is of Ellen, a young girl who 
Sto Colorado with her father and 
Mt. Life in a remote, lonely region 
Wt easy for the little girl but she 
Much to do, and she has a natu- 
adaptable nature which enables 
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her to take things in her stride. Her 
mother, incidentally, insists upon set- 
ting up a New England parlor, com- 
plete with rugs, sofa, lamps, and anti- 
macassars in a two-room prairie shack. 
But Ellen succumbs to the lure of the 
land. She suffers many embarrassing 
moments because of a new bicycle, but 
she manages to survive a flood and 
other major disasters. A neighboring 
English boy proves to be a pleasant 
companion and there is a hint of future 
romance. A wholesome and interesting 
girls’ story. 
* * bs 


JUNIOR HIGH BOYS 


Cowdog 
Ned Andrews Morrow, $2.00 
This story has everything that a 


junior-sized “he-man” likes. It tells of 
an appealing little pup named Sandy 
and his rescuer, a lonely rancher, called 
Tom. Sandy’s whole family had been 
cruelly and maliciously destroyed by 
the villain, Whitey—a crime which ap- 
pears to have been akin to horse steal- 
ing in the West. However, the little 
dog proves to be a real cowdog and 
also a loyal friend to his master. When 
the villain tries by underhanded meth- 
ods to run Tom off the ranch, Tom is 
in a tight spot and circumstantial evi- 
dence is against him, but pluck and 
daring win against villainy in the end. 
The tone of the book is morally 
wholesome. The type in which it is 
printed is unusually good, which is a 
desirable feature in a juvenile book. 
Above average! 
—Theresa O'Neil 


* * * 


JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS 


A Crown for Joanna | 
Sister M. Jean Dorcy, O.P. S & W, $1.50 
Reviewed by Lois Slade, feature writer, 
The Witness. 


Fifteenth century Portgual, whose line 
of sovereigns had all but petered 
out, brooked no tolerance for a pious 
princess. Demure she should be, and 
independence was an engaging feminine 
prerogative; when she came of age, 
however, there was to be a state mar- 
riage and no nonsense about it. Or so 
King Alfonso optimistically theorized. 
He had not reckoned with his daughter 
Joanna, who matched diplomacy point 
for point with the wiles of spirituality. 

Probably no woman ever battled so 
doggedly as Joanna to remain the bride 
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of Christ. Thwarted in his plan to make 
a “good” match for her, the King of- 
fered as a compromise the royal abbey 
of Bernardines at Ovidellas. It was not 
the convent of Joanna’s choice (her 
preference lay with a humbler group), 
but she went, only to be harried back 
to court again by the meddlings of her 
Aunt Filippa. 


To the princess turned nun, a forced 
retreat to Lisbon came in the armour 
of a challenge rather than a debacle, 
since life at the palace had taught her 
the shrewdest way of doing business 
with a monarch. What father could 
resist a torrent of subtle argument, 
cloaked in docile obedience? Surely not 
the jelly-willed King, so after eight 
years of stubborn exhortation he yielded 
his favorite progeny to the obscure 
Dominican community at Aviero. Even 
there the position of Sister Joanna of 
the Crown of Thorns teetered danger- 
ously between religious and ruler, for 
her tempestuous brother Juan, accom- 
panied by swarms of imperial suitors, 
put in punctual appearances that re- 
shackled her to the world. 


Sister Jean has culled judiciously 
of pictorial wordage to keep her story 
alive. Though the last chapter follows 
weakly after the general excellence of 
what has gone before, and though 
scattered vocabulary passages are too 
advanced for smaller youngsters, the 
junior high school girl will find the 
princess’ adventure pleasantly arresting. 
To the earnest student of Dominicana, 
of course, the book is a provocative 
must. 

* * * 


OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Sequoya 
Catherine Cate Coblentz L G, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, C.D.P., 
librarian, St. Agatha Academy, Win- 
chester, Va. 


Told against a rich historical back- 
ground, gleaned from wide study, Cath- 
erine Cate Coblentz’s biography brings 
to the fore a great American character 
little known to most of us. As such, it 
will prove a welcome addition to any 
library. 

Miss Coblentz has not portrayed 
Sequoya’s life in straight chronologi- 
cal fashion. She has, instead, woven her 
story around those events in the hero’s 
life which brought out his keen insight 


and which led to the remarkable deeds 
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he accomplished for his beloved Chero- 
kee Nation. 

Sequoya’s life was not an easy one. 
The great things he did: his many at- 
tempts to unite the scattered remnants 
of the Cherokee tribe, his efforts to 
bring about peace and mutual under- 
standing between his people and the 
Americans, and particularly his study 
to develop a written alphabet for the 
Cherokee language—dall were done 
against baffling odds: misunderstanding 
by his friends; distrust, scorn, and de- 
rision by others. But, it was just be- 
cause Sequoya had determination; that 
he accepted responsibility, and held 
service to his people of greater import 
than any personal gain that he became 
great. 

Children of our day need reading 
of this kind to bolster up their morale. 
They need too the broadening of their 
minds by this picture of a minority 
group struggling against unfair aggres- 
sion. Hence, as worthwhile reading and 
as background for early United States 
history, Sequoya is excellent. However, 
owing to the unfamiliarity of its sub- 
ject, it will need an introduction and 
some motivation. 


* * * 


Two Golden Legends 


The Hidden Treasure of Glaston 
Eleanore M. Jewett (il. F. T. Chapman) 
Viking, $2.50 
Imps and Angels 
Jane Gilbert (il. Nedda Walker ) 
Dutton, $2.00 
Distinction seems to be less rare in Ju- 
venile fiction than in adult, but even 
among the numerous new Juveniles of 
quality, these two. stories—the first for 


junior and senior high school levels (and © 


up), the second for the 8-12 group, 
stand out by virtue of their narrative 
brilliance, their solid, exciting plots, 
their rich allusiveness, historical verisi- 
militude, and above all for their recon- 
struction of two different phases of the 
glory of the Middle Ages. 

Hidden Treasure has to do with the 
venerable Benedictine Abbey of Glas- 
tonbury, and two proteges of the Abbey 
who discovered the underground pas- 
sage to the sea in which the monks had 
cachéd, against the depredations of the 
Vikings, the relics of King Arthur and 
his Queen. Before the story is ended, 





everything—the sword Excalibur, the 
crystal cross, the Book of the Grail, 
even the bodies of king and queen— 
are found: everything, that is, except 
the Holy Grail, which the two lads learn 
through profound spiritual and physical 
adventures to be an ideal—an ideal of 
sacrifice and purity of soul, rather than 
a mere material prize. 

Story is instinct with the spirit of the 
Middle Ages: the wondrous influence of 
the monastery with its charity, its ascet- 
icism, its faithful preservation of the 
arts of architecture, bookmaking and 
the liturgy; the lingering culture of the 
Welsh bards recaptured in the hermit 
Bleheris; the concept of chivalry and 
knighthood, the conviction of sin and 
necessity for repentance; and especially 
the thoroughly theocentric attitude of 
the most violently earthy folk. 

Surely young folk could have no bet- 
ter introduction to the mystery of the 
Middle Ages. Besides, it is a thrilling 
story, without let-down till the last 
period. The book possesses the young 
reader. 


* w bs 


Imps and Angels is the story of an 
average little boy whose father is a 
stonecutter on the great cathedral of 
Lincoln then a-building. Hugh learns 
from him the noble philosophy of the 
medieval guilds—another, but very sig- 
nificant, aspect of the Middle Ages. 
Early in the book one is introduced to 
the mystery of a lost secret of the glass- 
stainers’ craft, and, as in The Hidden 
Treasure, this mystery sustains the ac- 
tion to the last word. 

In the process one comes upon many 
authentic revelations concerning medie- 
val life and art (“an arch never 
sleeps”); one watches the transition 
from Norman to Gothic orders, the bur- 
geoning desire for words and books, en- 
couraged by the priests and monks; one 
attends a strolling players’ performance 
and a great miracle play. 

Importantly, much is made of that 
medieval sense of dedication lost since 
the Reformation: “. . . we work for the 
good God, and for the glory of our holy 
mother Church, not for the eyes of men, 
or for gold.” Author is daughter of a 
Lutheran minister, but the secret of the 
medieval synthesis has not been with- 
held from her. 

—M. E. E. 





Child Psychology— 
Applied to Music 


There’s Music in Children 
Emma Dickson Sheehy 



































Holt, $2.09' 

Reviewed by Dr. Arthur C. Becke 

dean of the School of Music, De Poul 
University. 


This is one of the most delightful ang 
instructive little books it has been my 
pleasure to read. It is really a study 
in child psychology, as applied to music. 

We begin to see, for perhaps the first 
time, the importance of experimentation 
on the part of our little ones. The joy 
they manifest in the most elemental 
sounds, which gradually take, in the 
course of time, definite associations with 
those other sounds we call music. 

One of the important lessons pointed 
out by the author is to the effect that 
we, as adults, are too often blinded to 
the vigor and vitality of the music chil- 
dren have within themselves. This vigor 
and vitality is too often discouraged 
rather than encouraged. 

The book contains entertaining chap- 
ters on the child’s reaction to various 
instruments and his attitude towards the 
type of music designed for his pleasure 
at so called children’s concerts. 

All this makes most entertaining 
reading for those of us who are 9 
anxious for the little ones to gain a 
appreciation of beauty through music. 


% * bf 


Starlight 
Regina J. Woody Morrow, $200 
Reviewed by Mary Haley, 
South Bend, Ind. 


The teen-age boy or girl who has share 
the affections and understanding of 
pet animal will be captivated with thi 
story of Judy Seward and her thoroug 
bred horse Starlight. 

The author displays a keen and & 
pert knowledge of horses, the kind ¢ 
people who love them, and the tt 
nique of good horsemanship. 

This book is filled with commend 
ingredients. Judy’s thrill of a summ 
the wonder of an ocean and her 
plete devotion to Starlight makes " 
wholesome entertainment. The rea0® 
however, is aware that Mrs. M 
presenting a convincing argument! 
a close childhood association wilh 
pet animal belies a later satisiae 
adult association with one’s fell 
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Junior Social Novels 
Tiger at City High 


Joseph Gollomb HB, $2.00 
The Kid Comes Back 
John R. Tunis Morrow, $2.00 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 


Don’t be fooled by the title, Tiger at 
City High. It’s not just another inno- 
cent football-and-frolic yarn of the old 
alma mater variety. The author, Joseph 
Gollomb, is a serious and intent social 
novelist in the juvenile field, a rarity 
indeed. His tiger is not the symbol of 
atough athlete; for him this innocuous 
epithet describes a person who follows 
the jungle ethic of selfish acquisitive- 
ness. 

The author has here attempted an 
interesting experiment in juvenile fic- 
tion. He has tried to translate the basic 
world conflict of our time into the 
typical experiences of high school boys. 
An ex-high school teacher himself, and 
an experienced journalist as well, Gol- 
lomb is singularly well-versed in both 
his subject and his medium. 

Into the world of New York’s City 
High comes 16-year-old Mike Selden, 
selfish, grasping, ambitious, the “tiger” 
of individualism. His foil is Phil Avery, 
a meek pacifist, the symbol of mis- 
guided isolationism. Typical school ac- 
tivities provide the ground for conflict. 
Mr. Gollomb’s ultimate solution is the 
security of the middle road, a kind of 
armed but peaceful preparedness, char- 
ity with muscle in it. 

Mr. Gollomb is shooting high, and 
he almost hits his mark. He carefully 
slects his ingredients, mixes them well 
and brews a very solid concoction. But 
the culminating dish tastes a bit flat. 
It lacks essential flavoring; to be spe- 
tific, it lacks the salt of Christianity. 
Charity, or fraternal love, is the answer, 
to the conflict at City High and to the 
conflict in the world outside of City 
High. But the watered down charity 
of the humanitarians, the golden rule 
brand, will not suffice. Take God, the 
end, and Christ, the means, out of your 


code of ethics and you’ll have a pretty 


dificult time trying to convince your- 
“lf that you should persistently prac- 
tice unselfishness. So Mike Selden’s re- 
frm has a very unbelievable motiva- 
tio. And Phil Avery’s acquired rugged 
ity seems rather flimsy. 
Yet, within its natural scope, Tiger 


_& City High possesses merit and dis- 


ion. It is entertaining, significant 
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and well-executed. In lieu of a more 
perfect, that is, a Christian, treatment 
of the same subject I certainly would 
give this book to a Catholic boy. As a 
matter of fact, that’s what I intend 
to do. 
* * * 

The Kid Comes Back does not pose 
the same problem, nor any problem 
for that matter. It is simply good enter- 
tainment. The sports novels of John R. 
Tunis have been popular with young 
people for nearly ten years. His latest 
book will not be an exception. The 
author knows his sports, for he has 
spent most of his life either on the 
field or in the pressbox. His knowledge 
of his subject is equalled by an experi- 
enced journalistic style. 

In his latest locker room legend, 
Tunis continues his story of the fic- 
tional Roy Tucker, the “Kid from 
Tompkinsville,’ who won a fielder’s 
position with the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
The “Kid” comes back from war in 
this novel and heroically overcomes a 
hip injury, sustained in a crash landing, 
to reclaim his place with the old gang 
at Ebbett’s Field. There’s a realistic bit 
of war experience in the beginning and 
plenty of baseball action throughout. 
Boys in the 12-16 age group will eat 
this one up. 

* * * 
Tradition 

Anne Emery (il. Ruth King) Vanguard, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister M. Celeste, O.P., 

librarian, St. Albertus College. 

Tradition is a story for high school boys 
and girls about high school boys and 
girls who find themselves suddenly in- 
volved in the problem of race preju- 
dices. A. Nisei family has come to 
live in Northridge, a suburban district 
where “‘first-American traditions” are 
strongly rooted. The conflict over the 
question as to how this Japanese- 
American family is to be received by 
both the urban and the school. popula- 
tion is the theme presented. The time 
is the present, prior to V-J Day, during 
a period of our most desperate struggle 
with Japan, when there are former 
members of Northridge High engaged 
in the Pacific theater of war. 

Stacey Kennedy, around whom most 
of the action of the story centers, is 
confronted with the problem of loyalty 
to her brother, Thorne, who is fighting 
in .this area, and justice to this new 
family in the neighborhood. As she 
struggles through the disturbing preju- 
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dices that constantly appear, she dis- 
covers how closely racial justice is 
linked with democracy, the cause for 
which America is battling in the Orient. 
This stand for the rights of others has 


‘cost her her Home Room representation 
“on the Student Council; has been re- 
‘sponsible for other and minor disagree- 


able conditions; and, temporarily, she 
has lost the friendship of the one boy 
whom she most admires. She wins, how- 
ever, on other and more important 
counts when she learns that this same 
Nisei family’s eldest son, Bill, has been 
instrumental in saving Thorne’s life. 
bs * * 

As a background for this theme the 
author portrays the usual run of high 
school boys and girls—their apparent 
half-hearted application to studies and 
their interest in student activities; their 
zest for sports and for dancing at the 
Soda Bar; and their cliques — which 
provides the personnel in this conflict 
over the race question. Great emphasis 
is placed on the brotherhood of man, 
yet no effort is made to offer a reason 
for the existence of this brotherhood; 
nowhere is the idea linked with the 
Fatherhood of God. A Catholic reader 
will note the weakness of the arguments 
presented by parents, teachers, and stu- 
dents in the cause for racial justice. 
There are no spiritualizing forces at 
work in the lives of these boys and 
girls; the moving force of their action 
is purely one of social or humanitarian 
principle. Yet the decisions are right, 
and right triumphs in the end. 

The story is not one that stirs the 
reader deeply; the theme is built around 
problems that have arisen daily in the 
not too long ago; the characters are 
well-drawn, which, together with the 
easy flow of language, gives the reader 
the assurance of reality. 

* * * 

“Books that foster the spirit of re- 
bellion, of doubt and discontent con- 
cerning the essentials and inevitable 
elements of human life, that tend to sap 
the sense of personal responsibility, and 
to disparage the cardinal virtues and 
the duty of self-restraint as against im- 
pulse, are emphatically bad. They are 
particularly bad for girls with their im- 
pressionable minds and tendency to im- 
itation, and inclination to be led on by 
the glamour of the old temptation, 
‘Your eyes shall be opened; you shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil’.” 

—Janet Erskine Stuart 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS * COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + F—Favorable 
C-I—Current Interest + H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
School * TFA—Too Far Advanced * A—For Adults 
DM—Doubtful Merit » WR—With Reservations - JY 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded + O—Offensive or 
Objectionable + DIS—Disapproved + REC—Recom. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 
own Staff. 

These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Acton: The Formative Years 

David Mathew Eyre, 10s. 6d. 
Francis A. Small in America: “After he has 
described at considerable length the complex 
and contrasting scene into which Acton was 
born, Bishop Mathew recounts in a somewhat 
rambling fashion the various factors that help- 
ed mold the ‘most learned of English his- 
torians’... 

“ . .» While the book clearly reflects the 
distinguished author’s years of training and 
research in things historical, it will certainly 
not find favor with the average reader .. . 
Bishop Mathew presupposes a better-than-or- 
dinary understanding of nineteenth-century 
Europe ... 

“. . historians and serious students of his- 
tory will very likely find many of the minute 
and insignificant details annoying. . . .” 

MSO—WR 


After Hitler Stalin? 
Robert Ingrim Bruce, $3.00 


In America: “. . . Ingrim pictures communism 
as merely the latest in a long series of events 
which has beset Europe ever since the Ref- 
ormation. .. .” 

A——REC——-REV by Dr. Thomas Neill. 


Ally Betrayed 
David Martin P-H, $3.50 


Report on case of Mihailovitch and his betray- 
al by UN. Excellent on the subject of Tito 
and his tactics, but offside on the Serbian- 
Croatian question, according to our advices. 
(Note: Serbs are Greek Orthodox, Croats are 
Catholic.) 

A——WR 


Alexander H. Stephens 
Rudolph von Abele Knopf, $4.00 


Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: “. . . 
Stephens . . . Vice-President of the Confederate 
States of America. . . . This new biography 
of a far from well-known figure is an ad- 
mirably written and well documented study 
. . . deserves many serious readers.” 

A——F 


Note the Contrast 


All the King’s Men 
Robert Penn Warren H B, $3.00 


Henry Rago in The Commonweal: “. . . as- 
sures Robert Penn Warren of a place among 
the handful of novelists in America worth 
taking seriously. 

“His story .. . chiefly . . . the fabulous but 
completely credible political career of Willie 


mended * REV-—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only 
FIO—For Information Only. 


Stark, a Southern demagogue whose person- 
ality and language are a terrifying mixture 
of good and evil, the scripture and blasphemy, 
purity and cynicism. .. . 

“But Mr. Warren’s hero, to my mind, is 
not, Willie Stark, but the conscience of a 
people—the novel is about the South, about 
America, and about all men in ‘the terrible 
division’ of a modern society. . . . The squalor 
‘ . is given literally and straight with a 
modest look of mere journalism. . . .The 
language does all the work . . . the slowing 
down, the speeding up; it controls all the 
tone and volume; and it controls’ the 
reader. 


The Catholic World: “The blurb . . . quotes 
Sinclair Lewis who holds that Robert Penn 
Warren is ‘probably the most talented writer 
of the South.’ If So, it is a pity that he does 
not put his talents to better use than he has 
in portraying the motley crowd of adulterers, 
blasphemers, blackmailers, drunkards, crooked 
politicians, murderers who people his latest 
book. 

“The language of both men and women 
is course, blasphemous, and revolting—their 
actions would shame a pagan hottentot. .. .” 

A——DIS 


America: 1355-1364 

Hialmar R. Holand DS & P, $4.00 
Time: “A study of America’s buried clues to 
past history . . . Joseph Smith’s golden tablets 
. . . Minnesota’s ‘Kensington Stone’. . . the 
rune stone .. . the ‘Princess heirloom,’ (Amer- 
ica’s first building?) The author believes that 
Norse explorers got as far west as Minnesota 
before Columbus.” 

A WR 


Anti-Christian Pacifist 

And Another Thing 

Howard Spring Harper, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . Mr. Spring’s thesis 
is that Christ, a mere man, taught one thing 
only—love of the brethren. Yet the Christian 
churches, one and all, have ever defended war. 

“An out and out pacifist himself, he had 
not the courage to become a conscientious 
objector. .. . . 

“Christianity today, he tells us, has ceased 
to be a religion, but is ‘overlaid with accretions 
of theology, and decorated with pomp and 
ceremony.’ He himself does not believe in a 
personal God, so he must perforce deny every 
doctrine of the Christian creed. . . .” 

A——DIS——-REV (p. 21) 


Assize of Arms 

Brig. Gen. J. H. Morgan Oxford, $3.50 
Paul Kiniery in America: “This utterly mis- 
leading title should be changed to You Can't 
Trust Germans. The title recalls the assize of 
arms of 1181, an English law which required 
the maintenance by every man of such wea- 
pons as would be suitable for his rank. 
General Morgan has written this book in an 
effort to prove that the Germans must not 
at any time be trusted with any weapons. ... 

“Although this book is certainly many years 
late in making its appearance, it is definitely 
one of the superior books dealing with the 
German problem. 

A——F 


Aston Kings 

Humphrey Pakington Norton, $2.75 
Josephine Nicholls Hughes in America: “Mr. 
Pakington’s gentle, satirical vignettes of Eng- 
lish country life at the end of the last century 
have been compared with the work of Jane 
Austen, Trollope, Saki and Angela Thirkell. 
Of all these possible influences Aston Kings 
seems most consciously modeled on Jane 
Austen’s novels. . . . 

“Mr. Pakington writes delightfully . . . 
throughout the whole pattern of calm, solid 
living the author weaves in the poignant love- 
liness of the English countryside. Sometimes 

. in ironic contrast with the pettiness of 
human affairs, sometimes in tune with human 
goodness and happiness. . . .” 

A——-F 


Australia; The Catholic Chapter 

James G. Murtagh S & W, $3.00 
Almost all Americans—except those who saw 
service there—have a vast mental blank labeled 
“Australia.” For them this book should prove 
an exciting and eye-opening account of the 
Faith “down under,” in which not only the 
struggle of the Church is traced, but ! 
it the story of the whole island-continent 5 
illuminated, for the Church, never existing # 
vacuo, is deeply involved in every 
development in Australian history. ; 
will be especially interested in the Australiao 
period of Archbishop Ullathorne, the hy 
apostolate of Caroline Chisholm, the labor 
reforms of the “radical Cardinal” Mora 
Americans will note many parallels betwee 
their history and Aystralia’s, which may & 
plain the author’s emphasis on the 
of Australian Catholic Action on 
models. 

A——-HS——-REC 
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P-H, $3.00 
Novel concerning robber Barabbas and his 
gmiggle to win the Jewish people to his side, 
juxtaposed against Christ, who is treated as 
the Son of God. 


Barabbas 
Emery Bekessy & Andreas Hemberger 


HS——A-—-REC——-REV ((p. 106) 
Battle for Chicago 
Wayne Andrews H B, $3.75 


Story of Chicago’s great dynasties, with em- 

phasis on the Fields and McCormicks. Author’s 

bias is in favor of Field and his Sun. 
A——WR REV by Clem Lane. 





Beard i. Sarum Page, $1.25 
America: “This small book about a great man 
is worth reading and owning. The story of 
Benard M. Baruch is one of a true Horatio 
Alger. It’s a model for boys and an inspiration 
for men. Baruch has lived right, worked hard 
and been a success... .” 
A——SAT 


B. F.’s Daughter 

John P. Marquand L B, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “. . . He 
wants to tell the story of an intelligent, head- 
strong, spoiled girl whose father, the rather 
sock self-made tycoon, had always fairly 
smothered her with attention and unwise love. 
“There is nothing coarse about the book, 
save for some unladylike language in the 
mouths, of course, of the modern ladies . . . 
beneath the surface slickness of the writing, 
beneath the veneer of the lives displayed, this 
saruthless book... .” (Literary Guild) 


Time: “. . . might well have been called So 
little to Say . . . an unsatisfying novel, has 
tone of the sharpness that made The Late 
George Apley a definitive picture of one kind 
of Boston life’’ 

A—-WR——-REV by Demetrius Manousos, 
OFM., Cap. 


Beatrice Webb 

Margaret Cole fi B, $3.00 
joseph H. Fichter, S.J., in The Catholic 
World: “. . . The Webbs were prominently 


‘nected with important British social move- 
ments for almost six decades. They wrote, 
ketured, formed committees and above all 
wathered facts’ on labor unions, local govern- 
ment, poor laws, co-operative enterprise, Fa- 
tian Socialism and Soviet Communism. . . . 
ice’s own thoughts and experiences, as 
whted in her Autobiography, have undoubted- 
influenced scores of seriousminded social 
workers... . but it is very questionable that 
te will later be called ‘one of the greatest 
Yomen of our generation,’ as the author 
or that this biography will tend to 
people sentir her so. . i 
SAT 


The Bitter Season 
Robert M. Coates HB, $2.50 
Maurice J. Quinlan in The Commonweal: 
4 ibes a winter of discontent in war- 
tue New York. His central character has both 
A internal and an external cause for frustra- 

His wife has divorced him, leaving him 
and disheartened . . . a story of frus- 
“on rather than of heroism. .. . 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


“’ . . Many readers will probably find the 
author’s fugitive characters and his descriptions 
of the New York scene more interesting than 
the lucubrations of his frustrated hero. . . .” 

A——DM 


Blaze of Noon 
Ernest K. Gann Holt, $2.75 


Novel of air-mail flying in the 1920’s. Interest- 


ing to adults from the human angle of flying. 
A——-FIO 


Biography 
Brandeis 
Alpheus Thomas Mason Viking, $5.00 
The Sign: “. .. A Catholic will not, of course, 


agree with the more or less obvious deism 
which seemed to characterize the lives of 
three generations of Brandeis. Yet I think it 
is apparent that, though they were in some 
respects the products of the Enlightenment, 
they were also people of immense good will. 

“Professor Mason is to be congratulated for 
writing a significant and vital biography. . . .” 


Brandeis: A Free Man’s Life 

Alpheus Thomas Mason Viking, $5.00 
Merle Curti in the Chicago Tribune: “. . . the 
first full length biografy of a truly great 
American. Louis D. Brandeis. . . . 

“During the height of his career few figures 
in public life aroused more controversy and 
were more bitterly denounced for alleged 
demagoguery, radicalism, inconsistency, and 
opportunish. .. . 

“ |. . a public figure in Massachusetts as 
‘the people’s lawyer? He fought the monopo- 
listic and corrupt practices of the street rail- 
ways and public utilities, the inefficiency and 
irresponsibility of New Haven railroad, the 
gigantic power of the ‘money trust’ and its 
reckless speculation with “other people’s 
money . . . a biography which is long and 
learned, scholarly and abundantly document- 
eA 


A——F 
Shoddy Meandering 
Bright Da 
J. B. Priestley Harper, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . un- 


doubtedly among the poorest pieces ever to 
come from the gifted Mr. Priestley . . . it is 
meant to prove that romancing about, and 
mourning over, the lost past is stupid; using 
the present for selfish and socially dubious 
purposes is contemptible; and fearing change 
or a more equilitarian and less luxurious and 
leisurely future is futile... . 

“ . . a slow, shoddy, creaky, meandering 
vehicle for conveying what he has to offer.” 

A——U——REV 


New Deal Fallacies 
By Vote of the People 
Willis J. Ballinger Scribner, $3.00 


America: “. . stimulating and thought- 
producing. Mr. Ballinger’s studies have con- 
vinced him that governments perish as a 
result of economic causes. The first half of 
his book is devoted to a proof of this belief. 

“Ballinger’s main concern is contemporary 
America, which occupies the rest of his pages. 
The book is dedicated to the proposition ‘that 
political liberty is possible only in a soundly 
functioning capitalistic economy’. . . . 

“ |. . The New Deal’s spending policy, aimed 


147 








at increasing purchasing power, produced a 
vicious circle . . . Instead of eradicating the 
evil of monopoly in industry, the doctors of 
the New Deal succeeded only in bringing about 
an increased amount of monopoly with the 
driving of small business to the wall. 

“Trade unionism was prostituted. . . . Wages 
were increased but were offset by price in- 
creases. . . Unionism lacks the ability to deter- 
mine fair wages. .. .” 

A——F 


Call for Forty Thousand 

John J. Considine, S.J. LG, $3.00 
Illuminating survey of spiritual conditions in 
South and Central America, with the conclu- 
sion that deplorable scarcity of priests is at 
the bottom of all the innumerable and serious 
social and spiritual ills of the people. It is a 
plea for 40,000 priests, phrased in fact rather 
than rhetoric. 

A HS——-REC——-REV by Rev. James 
A Magner. 





The Chicago Cubs 

Warren Brown Putnam, $2.75 
Eddie Doherty in The Sign: “. . . begins at 
the beginning and takes the team through their 
years of triumphs and trouncings down to the 
immediate present. .. . 

“Only a man who loved the great American 
game could have written this book ...a 
source book, not only for baseball data, but 
for those who wish to write of Americans—of 
the gusto and the intensity and the grand 
sportsmanship with which they play.” 


Chloe Marr 

A. A. Miine Dutton, $2.75 
James Hilton in N. Y. Herald Tribune: “... 
he has . . . essayed one of the most difficult 
tasks in fiction writing—the portrayal of a 
mysteriously fascinating woman. Chloe Marr 
is supposed to be that; if you do not think 
she is, then the book, for you, fails. I do not 
think she is... .” 


Time: “Readers who know A. A. Milne as the 
creator of whimsical juveniles and endearing 
animals (The House at Pooh Corner; Now 
We Are Six) are likely to be rocked back on 
their heels when they open ... (his) ... 
first novel for adults in 13 years... 

“Heroine Chloe (“The One Woman, with all 
London at her feet’) is as far removed from 
Winnie-the-Pooh as Amber is -from Little 
Eva... 

“Pooh is the word for Chloe Marr.” 

U 


Labor 
Collective Bargaining 
Leonard J. Smith P-H, $5.00 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: “. . . a full- 


dress textbook, although it is aimed at those 
who are engaged in the business as well as 
at students on the benches. 

“Every step in the process leading to an 
agreement between labor and management is 
faithfully and realistically described and some 
model clauses and contracts are thrown in 
for good measure. .. .” 

A——-HS——-F 


The Colorado 
Frank Waters Rinehart, $3.00 


Walter Havighurst in Chicago Tribune: “The 








148 








latest volume of the Rivers of America... 
a sweeping panorama of some of the world’s 
most magnificent landscape, and a series of 
interpretations of the hardy solitude defying 
people who have made the vast Colorado 
River basin their home .. . 

“ . . with none of the usual subjects of a 
‘river’ book, Frank Waters has written about 
the great, gaunt, savage country of the Colo- 
rado . . . evocative impressions of the high 
peaks, the ghost towns, the cliff dwellings, the 
pueblos . . . Indians, prospectors, stockmen, 
outlaws . . . personal episodes drawn from his 
varied experience .. . 

“ .. a deeply felt and beautifully written 
book. It kindles the mind, the emotions, and 
the imagination. .. .” 


HS——A REC 





Companions of the Left Hand 

George Tabori H M, $2.75 
Mary Burke Howe in America: “This novel 
recounts the belated awakening to social con- 
sciousness of an elderly and famous Hungarian 
playwright named Stefan Farkas... 

“The plot is well worked out. The character- 
izations are uniformly excellent, but let this 
not by any means be considered a recom- 
mendation of the book . .. a very well- 
written bad book. 

“ . . openly contemptuous of all religion, 
which he sees, in the time-honored Marxist 
phrase, as ‘the opium of the people.’ He makes 
no attempt to veil or disguise his sneers at 
the Church, priests, all believers in God... .” 

DIS 


Contemporary Foreign Governments 

Col, Herman Beukema, and others Rinehart, $4.50 
Robert A. Graham in America: “. . . in cir- 
culation as a text book for some time... 
now released for the general trade. . . . 

“This is not only a book on comparative 
government, it is also part history, part poli- 
tical science and part contemporary politics 

. . the general public should welcome this 
valuable survey. . . .” 

A——HS——F 


Country Jake 

Charles B. Driscoll Macmillan, $3.00 
Had Mr. Driscoll omitted a few crudities, or 
vulgarities, in expression, this book would be 
entitled to a very high rating. It is the story 
of the author and his family during his boy- 
hood and early manhood on a Kansas farm— 
a never-ending struggle with poverty, and for 
an education. Its great appeal will be to those 
who know enough about such conditions as 
to be able to appreciate the author’s per- 
ceptiveness and skill. He is the author of 
Kansas Irish. Adult. 

A——WR —J.C.T. 


The Crater’s Edge 
Stephen Bagnall Morrow, $2.00 


Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “...a 
study of a man’s efforts to find love. A 
wounded soldier . . . dying, looks back over 
his life and sees the pattern that had marked 
it. Even the foolish difficulties about political 
matters that had kept him from becoming a 
Catholic take on their proper countenance... . 

“| . gives the impression of being too 
miniature to be complete. The characters do 
not come out quite clearly, and the dream-like 






BOOKS ON TRIAL 





ee DE 


atmosphere carries almost the impression of a 
dumb-show. However, within its limits .. . a 
provocative bit of writing. .. ” 

A——F 


The Discovery of India 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
Commonweal: “This . . . third volume of his 
great autobiography . . . was written... in 
... prison... 1944... . long, earnest, sincere, 
courteous, but often dull and dreadfully over- 
discursive... .” 


Day, $5.00 


The Sign: “.. . not primarily a political work, 
though it contains many deeply thoughtful 
chapters not only on India, but also on world 
affairs. Nehru delves deeply into the history 
of his people... 

“.,. . ‘must reading’ for those who are in- 
telligently interested in the problems of India 
and Great Britain . . . absorbing reading... .” 

A——-REC——C-I 


Dickens, Dali and Others 
George Orwell 


The Commonweal: “. . . Regardless of our 
differences in fundamental philosophy, it is a 
pleasure to welcome a man who can hit hard 
at absurdity and injustice.” 

MSO——SAT 


Latin America 


The Epic of Latin America 
John A. Crow Doubleday, $5.00 


David Bulman in The Sign: “. . . It is pre- 
cisely the objective, scholarly treatment of 
South American history and culture that 
makes this book extremely worth while. 

“Though himself not a Catholic, Mr. Crow 
as a good Hispanist realizes the need for 
understanding the Catholic viewpoint. . . . He 
does not always succeed (e.g., his discussion 
on the Index and Inquisition, his reference to 
the sale of indulgences, his relation of un- 
complimentary facts without explanation of 
motives), but on the whole he does endeavor 
successfully to follow the principle he enun- 
ciates about halfway through the book: ‘Any 
writer who attempts to diminish the power 
of the Catholic Church in Latin America out- 
side the realm of pure religion is guilty of the 
grossest error.’ .. .” 


Joseph F. Thorning in The Catholic World: 
“", . another attempt to compress the most 
colorful phases of Latin American history and 
culture within the confines of a single volume 
. .. the author is under an obvious strain in 
trying to make the story-telling motif pre- 
dominate . . . on the staff of the University 
of California at Los Angeles, he injects fairly 
liberal doses of sex, whenever the going is 
rougn....”. ': 

“He has managed, in accord with his own 
predilections, to glorify the pagan elements, 
pre-Christian and anti-Christian. . . . In the 
opinion of this reviewer . . . top-heavy, and 
one-sided . . . a blow at the Good Neighbor 
policy.” 

A——O 


The Fall of Valor 
Charles Jackson Rinehart, $2.75 


John D. Paulus in The Pittsburgh Press: 
“Another excursion into depravity .. . this 
reviewer can see no excuse—literary, psycho- 
logical or sociological . . . a paean of decay. 





R & H, $2.50 
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It is deliberately shocking and, in the last 
analysis, pathetic. . . .” 






The Sign: “. . . The characters are credi 
the presentation of the problem sympathetic 
But the spiritual aspects of the case are not 
so much as suggested . . . Chesterton once 
said that the alternative to the supernatun) 
is not the natural but the unnatural,” 

A DIS 





















Peace and Security 


For This We Fought 

Stuart Chase 20th Century, $1, 
The Sign: “. . . Relying on public opinion 
polls and considerable personal research, Stuart 
Chase has collected a fund of interesting my. 
terial on people’s attitudes toward these tw 
big problems facing our generation (peace and 
security). He interprets his findings with tha 
unflamboyant common sense which has cha. 
acterized his previous reports to The Twentieth 
Century Fund... .” 

A——F 
















The French-Canadian Outlook 

Mason Wade Viking, $2.00 
Burton Le Doux in The Catholic World: 
“., . It contains many errors of minor im. 
portance, and many unwarranted statements 
Most of these may be due to obvious haste 
. . . More serious, however, are widespread ev- 
dences of superficiality, and of the authors 
general unpreparedness to handle competently 
a subject of such dimensions. . . .” 














The Sign: “. . . deals with what the French 
Canadians call the ‘French fact in North 
America’ . . an advance resume, for the 
general reader, of a monumental work that 
Mason Wade has been working on for sever 
years. ... 

“After sketching the settlement of New 
France in the sixteenth century, the author 
recalls the highlights of French Canadian his 
tory down to the present... .” 

A——U 















Friendship House ; 
Catherine deHueck Doherty S & W, $2.5 


Rugged, candid reminiscences of an apostle 0 
racial justice. 

A——F——REV by Virginia Callahan, 
Ph.D. 








The Great Challenge 
Louis Fischer S DS &P, $40) 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcnip 
“. . . He incessantly sounds a warning & ! 
the dark fate which awaits us should we 
to bestir ourselves . . . proposes solutions. 
refutes scores of fallacies used by apologists 
the Soviet Union . . . lines up and jousts wil 
such misleaders of democratic opinion 
Harold Laski. 

“The book, then, is invaluable for a2 
of reasons... . 

“Mr Fischer is no admirer of the 
Church. Catholicism is to him, it appeal 
another form of totalitarianism or, # 
wishy-washy escapism. Indeed, he Gepm” 
religion in general as tending to divert . 
from pressing practical concerns and MB" 
with pie-in-the-sky fairy tales. His 
in this respect is almost childish. .+-_ 

“. . . he has come a long way @° 
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past few years... he may eventually correct 
these errors as he has others.” 


America: “. . . just another in the long series 
of journalistic accounts now streaming from 
the press, containing the wartime experiences 
and observations of the authors on politics 
and other events of world importance .. . 
rambling, poorly paced... . 

« . The greater part of it contains nothing 
new to the average, well-informed American 
rader. The style . . . entirely too staccato. 
_,. The use of the first person . . . extremely 
imitating . . . obnoxious display of a claim to 
dairvoyance on the author’s part. . . . good 
points .. . much that will appeal in his three 
chapters on India... . 

“Very timely. . . . ‘What Are Russia’s Mo- 
tives?? .. . 

« _. Fischer feels that the only sure path to 
peace is a strong world government .. . that 
it would be advisable to set up a ‘four-fifths- 
world government and keep the door always 
open for Russia.’ . . .” 


Waldemar Gurian in The Commonweal: “. . . 
For the American public there has been no 
book devoted to a special kind of victim of the 
Russian Revolution . . . the men who became 
atsome stage disillusioned and disappointed by 
the Soviet Union and changed from more or 
less friendly observers or supporters into ve- 
hement enemies of Lenin’s and Stalin’s regime. 
...“.. . Louis Fischer . . . was once the 
most outstanding friendly interpreter of the 
Soviet world in liberal publications. . . . His 
book is a ‘challenge to all kinds of appease- 
“I think the book will do some good. As an 
introduction to the world politics of our era, 
it will serve for readers who have no time or 
to interest to read more complete descriptions 
and who are eager to obtain, with the help of 
attractive stories and stimulating sketches, gen- 
tral impressions of Russia or India, of the 
mentality prevailing during the war in Pales- 
tine or among English leaders, etc. . .. 

“No feeling for the depths of the world crisis 
of our time is to be found in Fischer’s pages. 
His utilitarian-hedonistic humanitarianism is 
Not enough,’ despite some vague generalities 

justice. . . . Measured by the highest 
standards, Fischer’s book is very unsatisfac- 
lory. As an accumulation of factual informa- 
tion it has some value. 


Gambling With Stalin 

The Great Globe Itself 

William C. Bullitt Scribner, $2.75 
Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “Mr, Bullitt grew in stature during the 
sven years spent as our ambassador in Rus- 
a and in France. His writing, realistic and 
bold, presents the large outlines of recent his- 
lory and a brief analysis of current tensions. 


“Russia at present controls half the world; 
and processes now under way can bring nearly 
talf a billion persons under Soviet domination, 

: the non-Soviet portion of mankind, 
Without a united policy, will grow weaker and 
Waker... The one hope of freedom Mr. 
Bullitt be ieves, lies in a union of democracies. 


“A highlight of the book is the author’s ap- 
of Roosevelt’s dealing with Stalin . . . 
to gamble on his ability to convert 


Stalin from Soviet imperialism to democratic 
collaboration. . . . He died before the actions 
of the Soviet Government in Poland, Hungary, 
Austria, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, the 
portion of Germany occupied by the Red 
Army, Iran, Manchuria and Korea, had forced 
him to admit that he had lost his gamble ‘for 
stakes as enormous as any statesman ever 
played for.’ Stalin had remained unconverted. 


“This book . . . has an indisputable claim 
on every intelligent man whatever his nation, 
whatever his political creed. . . .” 

A——F 


The Best O’Hara Yet 


Green Grass of Wyoming 

Mary O’ Hara Lippincott, $2.75 
The Sign: “The reader can go to this book for 
renewal of his pleasant acquaintance with 
Goose Bar Ranch and its highly engaging in- 
habitants, human and animal. Or he can go to 
it for an inspiring affirmation of . . . the love 
of God as the foundation, the genius, the 
norm of living. Or he can do both... .” 

A——HS——-E——-REV (p. 98) 


Holdfast Gaines 

Odell Shepard & Willard Shepard Macmillan, $3.00 
Exuberant, history-spanning novel, introducing 
a remarkable new hero—the tremendous In- 
dian of the title. 

A——-HS——-F——_REVV by Lucille K, Keen- 
en. 


Homeland 

George Surdez Doubleday, $2.75 
America: “The Swiss family portrayed . . . is 
in exile in France . . . more particularly the 
story of a richly varied boyhood. . . . The 
bourgeois background overlaid with a sophisti- 
cation which no adult can escape in looking 
backward... . 

“  , . the author is not selective in re-creating 
this boyhood spent close to the earth and in- 
evitably rubbed a few times in the dirt. He 
dredges up ribald episodes . . . seems to think 
it appropriate to Arthur’s maturer years to 
express an elaborately Continental view of 
loose morals and, after ignoring the obviously 
Catholic background of his story through hun- 
dreds of pages, feels called upon to remark 
that ‘Piety seemed to have nothing to do with 
fidelity in marriage.’ ... ” 

A——WR 
House Above the River 

Michael Foster LB, $2.75 
T. O’Connor Sloane III, in The Commonweal: 
“  . . am excessively introspective novel. .. . 
It ponders interminably upon the chief char- 
acter’s motivations, upon Nature, women, 
southern aristocracy, family history and all else 
that comes to view . . substantial and 


weighty reading. . . . It does, however, ‘suffer 
from excessive reflection . . . also from cyni- 
cism. . 


“In spite of a conclusion that borders close- 
ly on a futility not wholly realized by John 
Conway, and in spite of a wearying addiction 
to the fleshpots . . . has many phases of de- 
scriptive beauty and sensitivity. . . .” 

A——WR 
Iron Out of Calvary 

Walter Phelps Hall A-C, $4.00 
Paul Kiniery in America: “. . . an interpreta- 
tive history of the second world war. 

“  . . All important developments in the pe- 





riod from 1935 to 1946 have been analyzed. 

“. . Dr. Hall scores England and France 
for their failure to stop Mussolini as he began 
his warfare against Ethiopia . . . there is a 
marked tendency to favor the so-called Loyal- 
ist government. 


“«. . England and France are severely con- 
demned for their abandonment of Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1938... . The Russian-German pact 
of 1939 is handled rather gingerly. Although 
not defending everything done by Stalin, Dr. 
Hall often puts a very favorable interpreta- 
tion upon the activities of the USSR. At no 
time does he seem to express any fear that 
communism may engulf Europe. 


“. . . Dr. Hall’s sympathies were evidently 
with those who urged American intervention 
. . . No better account of the war in a single 
volume has been written, so far as the re- 
viewer is aware. In general, the decisions of 
the author will be acceptable.” 

A——WR——C-I 


Island in the Atlantic 
Waldo Frank DS & P, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . In this novel cover- 
ing three generations in New York, there will 
be readers who will wish Mr. Frank could 
have created more flesh and blood individuals 
and not the waxwork, frozen figures appearing 
in a charade against an ever-changing pano- 
ramic background... .” 
A——-DIS——-REV (p. 103). 


Janey Jeems 

Bernice Kelly Harris Doubleday, $2.50 
America: “. ... not a sociological document 
and Janey and Jeems are not case studies. 
They are two God-fearing human beings, grap- 
pling with adverse conditions, faltering occa- 
sionally but never conceding defeat . . . true 
to life. . . 

“  . . it is good to know about people like 
Janey and Jeems—and their story is well 
told.” 

A——-HS——-REC 


Ignorant Irish! 
John Fury 

Jack Dunphy Harper, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . writing 
of Catholics of Irish birth or descent in Phila- 
delphia . . . ignorant, weak, mean-spirited, 
whiskey-logged, contentious, and anticlerical. 
They reel from disaster to disaster, hopeless 
and helpless, their one solace being drink, their 
one means of self-expression screaming dispute 
or physical combat, their religion of no prac- 
tical consequence whatever. 

“ . . not the fresh and daring venture which 
he probably thinks it is . . . old and worn 
stencils, many originating with James T. Far- 
ees 

A——U 


= 
eorges Bernanos Pantheon, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “. . . 
most certainly not a joyful book in the sense 
of being filled with sweetness and light... . 
“ _.. this sober tale is a study in that por- 
tion of the Sermon of the Mount which prom- 
ises a crown of joy to those who mourn. ..a 
meditation of the Christian paradox of light- 
hearted, gay, childlike simplicity combined 
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with, welded into, a knowledge deeper, more 
profound, more terrifying than all the worldly 
learning there is—a knowledge of what God’s 
love means and what sin, therefore, means .. . 

“This novel . . . is of the French school 
which loves to delve into the psychology of 
sanctity. Many will not like the introspective 
cast of the story . .. it is austere and rather 
somber in tone. But it is a thoughtful and 
moving work... .” 


Katherine Bregy in The Catholic World: “... 
in spite of the indubitable art and sincerity of 
Bernanos, his work is penetrated by a miasmic 
morbidity which obscures the clear, creative 
light of its Catholic spirit... .” 


Carol Jackson in Integrity: “Joy makes melan- 
choly reading. . The depression which 
creeps over the reader is not conducive to full 
appreciation of the joys of sanctity. 

(Heroine) is a mystic who experiences ecsta- 
sies, but who is so pure and innocent that she 
thinks them manifestations of an hereditary 
nervous disease. Even the reader is not fully 
reassured on this point because of the almost 
maddening way the author has of talking 
around the subject . . . will probably please 
Bernanos fans . . . not as good as his other 
works ... but . . . im the same turgid style. 


” 


Francis X. Connolly, Ph.D., in The Catholic 
Mirror’ (Springfield, Mass.): “. . . From the 
literary point of view there can be little doubt 
that Bernanos’ achievement is stupendous. 
More successfully than those friends of his 
soul, Leon Bloy and Francois Mauriac, he has 
managed to create in fiction something like 
the real effort and passion of the soul. There 
is a reality about his work which stuns, shocks 
and in its own peculiar way edifies everyone 
who dares to read him. The word dares is 
used advisedly. For in its own way the world 
of Bernanos is every bit as harrowing as that 
of Dante... .” 
A——REV (pp. 101, 122) 


Joy in the Morning 
. G. Wodehouse Doubleday, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . the first book Mr. 
Wodehouse has produced since his embarrass- 
ing stay in enemy company, and while it is 
not a particularly funny book, I suppose he 
deserves some sort of credit . . . for withhold- 
ing the serious work which he threatened. .. . 

“The word is going around . . . that Mr. 
Wodehouse is not as funny as he used to be. 
It is true, certainly, that Jeeves is getting on, 
but I can’t see that Mr. Wodehouse has 
changed any as an entertainer... .” 

A——F 


Kaputt 

Curzio Malaparte Dutton, $3.75 
Time: “. . . Kaputt (German for ‘broken, fin- 
ished, gone to pieces’) is the readable and 
often brilliant distillation of Malaparte’s war 
experience . . . whatever their worth as _his- 
tory, these tenuously connected yarns have the 
quality of horrible legends recited against the 
feverish background of Europe’s moral decay. 


“The book is filled with the stench of dead 
horses and dead men rotting on the vast 
Ukrainian Plain... .” 

A-—-WR 
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King Jesus 

Robert Graves Creative Age, $3.00 
Rev. Benedict Ehmann in The Courier Jour- 
nal, Rochester, N. Y.: “. . . the kind of book 
forbidden to Catholics by the law of the 
Church. Its portrayal of Jesus is unhistorical 
and blasphemous . . . a libel and a caricature 
of the Savior. . . .” Religious Book Club 
choice. 

A—DIS 


A Matter of Love 

McKinley Helm Harper, $2.50 
Sketches of Mexico which, under pretense of 
being realistic and friendly, portray the aver- 
age Mexican village as a hotbed of sex and 
murder. The Church, as usual, is attacked, the 
clergy are made incredible fools spouting the 
most imbecilic heresy. Definitely not recom- 
mended. 

—Riley Hughes 
A——DIS 


Mary and the Spinners 

Elizabeth Hollister Frost Coward-McCann, $2.50 
Delicate, idealized, faintly sensual stories of 
five women who as girls were supposed to have 
spun in the Temple with Our Lady, and how 
their lives were affected by the Birth of Christ. 
Author is Anglican, but reverential. 

A HS——-REC——-REV by Dr. Helene 
Magaret. 


The Light of Stars 
Evelyn Voss Wise Bruce, $2.50 
Don G. Hogarty in The Catholic Messenger 
(Davenport): “. . . will strike the hardened 
student of literature as too melodramatic, al- 
most naive. But anyone else in the family, pre- 
ferring readability and warm, sympathetic 
characterization to realism or subtlety, will 
find this novel pleasant, interesting reading.” 
A——F——REV (p. 104) 


Catholic Shortcomings 
Less Than the Angels 

Roger B. Dooley Bruce, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “... . I in- 
tensely admire Less Than the Angels, which is 
bristling with strictures on the shortcomings of 
Catholics . . . an adult, perceptive, well-con- 
structed Catholic novel, the best American 
thing of its kind to appear in some time and 
outranking most current fiction of whatever 
genre. 

“Mr. Dooley . . . has a clear idea of what 
the Catholic should be, what the content, 
spirit, and demands of his religion are, and 
therefore has a standard of measurement. His 
book has. terrible meaning . . . as shrewd and 
searching a study of Catholic society in Amer- 
ica as anyone that I know of .. . fascinating 
and important. .. .” 

A——-REC——REV ((p. 99) 


Mr. Adam 
Pat Frank Lippincott, $3.50 
Rev. Benedict Ehmann in The Courier Jour- 
nal (Rochester, N. Y.): “. . . its theme is in 
bad taste, and there is a great deal of suggest- 
iveness, vulgarity and ribaldry. .. .” 
A——DIS 


A Look at Labor 


Excursion, $0.25 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: “. . . a col- 
lection of magazine articles, the moral note is 


ee ne 


dominant . ... no contemporary issue has been 
neglected. . . .” 
A——F 


The Lowells and Their Seven Worlds 

Ferris Greenslet HM, $4. 
William A. Donaghy in America: “. . . y, 
Greenslet has traced the history of the extraor. 
dinary vital and talented Lowell f 
through three centuries in a fascinating 
warm with understandable admiration but fn 
from the excesses of hero-worship. 

“ . . The Lowells emerge as firm believes 
in the aristocratic principle, complacent an 
dutiful heirs of a manifest destiny for leader. 
ship, immemorial Tories who knew how ty 
live greatly and graciously, cosmopolitan tray. 
elers who were . . . insularly convinced thy 
Boston was another Athens, hard-headed an 
practical, materialistic rather than either mys. 
tical or metaphysical. 

“.,. a book which anyone interested in New 
England cannot afford to overlook.” 


. 


My Favorite Christmas Stories 

oris Sheridan Guild (New Orleans), $2.25 
A privately printed collection of tales which 
the author hopes will bring comfort and hap- 
piness to many people. The stories themselves 
would do credit to a high school sophomor 
in the first creative agony, but the authors 
preface is unbelievably sanguine about their 
excellence. 

A HS 


Both Good and Bad 
The Natural History of Nonsense 

Bergen Evans Knopf, $3.0 
Richard McLaughlin in The Commonweal: 
“Bergen Evans is definitely out gunning for 
the woolly minded. He is at great pains thor 
oughly to rout myths and delusions from their 
hiding places in even the most nimble brains 
teGey.<.:'s-. 

“The author is a bit overambitious in his 
debunking of the sophistries in our modem 
thought, especially when he assails the dogm 
of the Church, or glibly underestimates the it- 
fluence that theological doctrines have on th 
enlightened minority for whom he is writing 
Then there is his irritating cavalier mannet o 
brushing off certain mystics at a time whe 
one of the most brilliant iconoclasts of ou 
age, Aldous Huxley, has come out in a recenl 
preface and practically apologized for eve 
having written his widely read cynical nove, 
Brave New World. 

“  . . It would be unfair to leave an efft- 
neous impression that Bergen Evans has # 
out to give us nothing more than provocative 
bait for the cranks and crackpots who rel 
controversy. He has done us a service in d& 
proving the more popular misconceptiol 
which spring from old wives’ tales, tabots 
and folk legends of childhood or race . - «lt 
has failed, however, . . . in trying to entertall 
and edify us at the same time... .” 

A——-MSO——-WR 


NEI eT elemore (Oxford 
Important contribution to Newmania; invest 
gates the “Littlemore” period where Newm@ 
abjured Anglicanism and Oxford, and 

general confession resulting in his 

vision of peace.” Also the site of com 
of Essay on Development. . . . Excellent © 
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ays by Msgr. Ronald Knox and others; and 
fne photographs, including a frontispiece in 
glor.. . . Proceeds from the booklet’s sale go 
io the fund of the Salesian Fathers, whose par- 
ich includes Littlemore. 

A—-E——-REC 
} pany, Se Rinehart, $2.50 
Rev. Benedict Ehmann in The Courier Jour- 
wl, Rochester, N. Y.: “. . . totally objection- 
I 

Laski Influence? 
i \ 
Na So Wild = Knopf, $3.50 
America: “. . . the autobiography of a young 
man who in a short span of thirty-two years 
wandered far and wide, saw cities sacked and 
lad many an adventure on land, air and sea 
_,,a war book containing the deeds and mis- 
deeds of our American soldiers. . 

« |. He attended the University of Minne- 
gta, a “mass-production’ institution ‘ 
came under the influence of a disciple of Har- 
old Laski . . . followed newspaper work .. . 
was well known throughout the nation through 
his broadcasting of war news for C.B.S. 

“He calls himself a liberal, but occasionally 
he talks like a fellow-traveler . . . tortures his 
soul with moral questions like a character in a 
Russian novel... . 

“On his blacklist are. Chiang-Kaishek and 
his lady of the Soong family. On his white 
list are the Chinese Communists. . 

“.. he speaks of the Pope as offering 
thanks to ‘his Deity’ . . . of his ‘showman- 
ship’ of his ‘political genius.’ . 

“Readers of America will wonder 
whether there is any casual connections be- 
tween this outburst and the teaching of the 
disciple of Harold Laski at the University of 
Minnesota. . . .” 

A——DM 


—M.E.E. 


Propaganda? 

On Some Fair Morning 

Catherine Hutter D M, $3.00 
Fortunata Caliri in The Sign: “As with Cath- 
eine Hutter’s first novel, The Outnumbered, 
this one creaks on the hinges of propaganda. 
Her chief contention seems to be, expressed 
though her mouthpiece, Elsa, that a united 
Europe, a federation of European states, is 
the only way to world peace. This can only 
te accomplished, however, by first destroying 


a 

‘Elsa’s philosophy is utterly unconvincing 

ieause while she champions the right of a 

ptople to liberty she is trying to impose the 
ican way of life, her way, on a people 


perhaps do not want it. . . .” 
A—_WR 


Pius of Peace 

F. Walker, C.S.Sp. Gill-Newman, $2.75 
American reprint of “A Study of the Pacific 
Work of His Holiness Pope Pius XII in the 
World War 1939-1945.” Documentary matter. 
A—_E——_to be reviewed. 


Thomas More Book Club 
ht on Labor Unions 
J. Smith, S.J. DS &P, $2.50 
America: “sg breezy attempt to give the 
Catholic attitude on labor unions and a bit of 
Philosophy that underlies the Catholic ap- 


“th... to publicize the author’s own 
*pinions, . 


“Father Smith does a grand job in demol- 
ishing many of the sacred cows held in rever- 
ence by the general public . . . he maintains 
that trade unionism is a cornerstone of democ- 
racy .. . disputes the contention that the 
average American reader is in a position to be 
fair on labor matters . . . contends that he is 
‘quite capital-conscious.’ . . . 

“The CIO, says Father Smith, is the most 
progressive labor organization in the world 
but . . . The communist control of many of 
its unions make it dangerous. . . . 

“The closed shop and the closed union are 
adequately defended but Father Smith skirts 
the more difficult job of determining the mor- 
ality of the closed shop with the closed union. 

” 

The Catholic World: “. . . I know of no 150 
pages which so interestingly and so stimulat- 
ingly lay bare the merits and demerits of to- 
day’s fundamental labor controversies. The 
style is that of an informed columnist who 
avoids the ponderous precisions of philosophic 
terminology to reach and to interest the man 
in the street, whether pro-labor or pro-man- 
agement. 

“The book is singularly free of those mere 
abstractions and generalities with which well 
intentioned Catholic moralists, not too conver- 
sant with the realities of labor-management 
relations, must content themselves. . . . 

“In his treatment of the rights of manage- 
ment, Father Smith lacks, I believe, his cus- 
tomary trenchant manner of going to the 
heart of things. 

“, . I think the book is the best thing of 
its kind written by a Catholic author . . . his 
incisive analysis has facilitated clearer thinking 
on these issues.” 

A——-HS——-REV 


Tale of The Twain 

Sam Constantino, Jr. Harper, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “The author . . . attempts 
several difficult literary tasks in this earnest, 
compact, directly written story of two men 
and a girl and of two nations and the peace 
of the world... . 

“.. . opinions, however constructive, lack 
immediacy and tempt the reader’s attention 
away from the author’s central and courage- 
ous effort to foster peace and understanding 
among men.” 

A——-HS——-F 


Another Roosevelt Book 
Thank You, Mr. President 


Merriman Smith Harper, $2.50 
Charles Keenan in America: “. ... Smith is 
. .. UP correspondent at the White House... . 

“ . . one of the ‘three ghouls’—the others 
being AP and INS—who stick to the President 
almost as closely as the Secret Service. His 
book is fascinating reading, giving a picture of 
Roosevelt and Truman which few outside the 
White House circle ever see. . . . 

“. , . does a fine job of spiking, from first- 
hand knowledge, some of the rumors spread 
about Roosevelt, in life and after his death. 
The publishers call the book a Harper ‘find.’ 
Readers will agree.” 

A HS——SAT 
There Were Two Pirates 

James Branch Cabell Farrar, Straus, $3.00 
American Mercury: “. . . a retelling, with 
some alteration, of the commercial and love 
affairs of a Spanish pirate who did business in 





and around Florida a long time ago. One won- 
ders why Mr. Cabell bothered. . . .” 
A——DIS——-REV by Fr. Demetrius Ma- 
nousas, O.F.M.Cap. 
A Star Pointed North 
Edmund Fuller Harper, $2.75 
Basically biographical but interesting-as-fiction 
history of Frederick Douglass, former Negro 
slave who became an outstanding citizen. 
A——-HS——-F——-REV by Dr. Paul Kin- 
iery. 
Tell Your Sons 
Willa Gibbs Farrar, Straus, $3.00 
A Napoleonic novel about brutal men, un- 
chaste women, godless children. 
A——DM——REV by Dr. Helene Magaret. 


Their Mothers’ Sons 

Edward A. Strecker Lippincott, $2.75 
Study of an American phenomenon—the cult 
of “Mom”; provocative and well worth read- 
ing. 

A——F——-REV by James F. Walsh, S.J. 


Thunder out of China 

T. H. White and Annalee Jacoby Sloane, $3.00 
Seeks to explain genesis of China’s current war 
between Chiang K’ai-shek’s Kuomintang and 
the Communists, and in the process makes 
some serious charges against American diplo- 
macy, as well as an apalogia for Chinese Com- 
munism. 

A——WR—REV by staff. 


Russia—Slave State 


Tour of Duty 
John Dos Passos H M, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . this well known 


novelist was sent by Life magazine as a war 
correspondent to study conditions in the Far 
East and in Europe. 

“| . Russia is no longer the dream state 
of Dos Passos’s early days, but a slave state 
which does not know the first letter of democ- 
racy . .. not a free society.” 

A——-F 
Toward a United Church 

William Adams Brown Scribner, $2.50 
Record of movement to unite all Christian 
sects. 

A——-U——-REV by Thomas Bowdern, S.J. 


Under the Red Sun 

Forbes Monaghan, S.J. McMullen, $2.75 
Paula Kurth in America: “Father Monaghan’s 
purpose in preparing this book was twofold. 
He wanted, to make his. country aware of what 
the Filipino people had done for it, and he 
wanted to pay tribute to the Filipino boys he 
knew who, for loyalty to America, chose the 
path leading to torture and death. . . .” 

A——-HS——-REC——REV (p. 99) 


Disappointment 
Uneasy Spring 
Robert Molloy Macmillan, $2.75 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. .. a dis- 
tinct disappointment after his initial charm 
and good sense in last year’s Pride’s Way . .. 
the story of a middle-aged widower who be- 
comes infatuated with a girl twenty years 
younger. ... 

“All through the tale, which is rather offen- 
sive in several passages, the author gives the 
impression that he considers the aberrations 
merely forty-year-old coltishness; there is no 
oblique moral castigation, as there is in the 
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Marquand book. The book is, therefore, incon- 
sequential. . . .” 
A——DM——REV 


Mauriac 


A Woman of the Pharisees 


Francois Mauriac Holt, $2.50 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . another 
notable novel to follow Bernanos’ Joy... . If 
the Bernanos book, like all his earlier studies 
of sanctity, was steeped in a sort of dark and 
fascinating intensity, Mauriac, in an analysis 
no less profound, stresses a more lucid and less 
interiorly complicated approach... . 

“" . . truly a rich book . . . peopled with 
many vivid, strong (for good or evil) char- 
acters; it is definitely adult and rewarding 
reading. r 


Integrity: “. . . (story) is skillfully told, with 
restraint and deep spiritual insight. The char- 
acters are excellently drawn . . . most remark- 
able fact . . . is that it is an excellent Catholic 
novel . . . not only because it is set against 
a background of the Faith, but because the 
studies of character are really studies of souls, 
with the norm of sanctity always in mind. 
The treatment of them all is compassionate, 
stressing the workings of grace... .” 


Francis X. Connolly, Ph.D., in The Catholic 
Mirror (Springfield, Mass.): “. Mauriac 
is, with Bernanos, a master of religious psy- 
chology, a great creative artist and an adroit 
literary craftsman. It is these qualities, display- 
ed to their greatest advantage in this latest 
and finest of his novels, which guarantee his 
readers profound excitement and, it may be 
said without unctiousness, spiritual profit. . . .” 
A E REV by staff. 


Bruce Marshall 
Yellow Tapers for Paris 
a. 


Bruce Marshal H M, $2.50 


Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “. . . Bruce Marshall writes about the 
France in which he lived from 1924 to 1940. A 
Scot by birth, a convert to Catholicism, an 
officer in both World Wars, he is, as you 
know, a chartered accountant by profession, 
a writer by choice, and by general consent 
a gifted master of fiction that has a soul as 
well as a body. ... 


“. . . The author, who uses repetition far 
more expertly than Gertrude Stein, is a bold, 
indeed a shamelessly bold stylist. Only a 
master of argot will get all his implications. 
An uninhibited realist, he arouses a sense of 
rottenness in us by employing words that 
ae 

‘“*. . . By and large, Mr. Marshall does not 
overstep legitimate bounds; and, although 
there is another side to the things he describes, 
his pictures, so far as they go, are sufficiently 
true to life... . The reader will hardly escape 
a disturbing suggestion of close resemblance 
between the people he satirizes and our- 
selves. . . . One closes the book wondering if, 
at some future day, a clever artist will write no 
less sardonically of the Yellow Tapers which 
burned symbolically during the death and 
burial of this present generation.” 





Katherine Bregy in The Sign: “. . . It man- 
ages to have all of the faults and few of the 
virtues of its predecessor, The World, the 
Flesh, and Father Smith disappoint- 
ment. .... 

“. . he seems to have gone out of his way 
to concentrate upon a particularly unlovely 
and unloving group of people... . 

“. . . Since nothing is more false than a 
piece of one-sided realism, it seems to me 
that the book is, at the present moment, a 
disservice to human nature in general and to 
France in particular. .. .” 


Sumner Welles 
Where Are We Heading? 


Sumner Welles Harper, $3.00 


John LaFarge, S.J., in America: “. . . Accord- 
ing to Mr. Welles, former Under-Secretary of 
State, whose present work is a sequel to his 
Time for Decision, with the passing of Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt there passed the last expecta- 
tion of finding a way out of the one-world- 
plus-two-world philosophies dilemma in which 
the emergence of Russia’s power had tangled 
ERE Ay 

“As a critic, as a master in the marshaling 
of facts, who takes the reader at easy pace 
through the intricacies of contemporary his- 
tory, Mr. Welles has few peers. In an honest 
sense of the word, he has the world view. 
. . . He speaks with the closest intimacy and 
the deepest personal feeling. . . . 

“.. . He has a clear idea of the impasse 
which we have reached in our dealings with 
the Soviets . . . our loss of moral leadership 

. our abandonment of other countries . 
the defects and inconsistencies in our own in- 
ternal regime, so that the Soviet today is re- 
garded as their champion by the colonial peo- 
ee 

“But is he on .. . solid ground in his opti- 
mism concerning the present Soviet regime, 
when he appears to prophesy a reform in its 
system. . . . His agreeable writing gives us 
enough food for study and thought for us to 
pardon him for leaving us still at sea . . 
when it comes to the question of whether one 
world is even conceivable with an ever-ex- 
panding and dynamically and ideologically im- 
perialist Russia.” 

A——WR 
The Wild Flag 


. B. White H M, $2.00 


Time: “. . . plugs federal world government 
with the dazed urgency of an Esperanto sales- 
man... collection of his slick New Yorker 
editorials. ... 

“His practiced glibness makes even Mr. 
White a little uneasy. He concedes that his 
shimmering blueprint ‘will be too purely theo- 
retical for the practicing statesman, who is 
faced with the grim job of operating with 
equipment at hand. . . .’ Since practicing 
statesman can do little else, this admission is 
perhaps fatal... .” 

A——WR 

w * * 
On Full Employment 

“We must look to private industry 
and private initiative to provide that 
steady employment and adequate wages 
which enable the worker to discharge 
his responsibilities as head of a family, 


es 
——————— 


as a member of a church, and as a ¢itj. 
zen. Government must .do everything 
possible to enable private initiative to 
attain this basic objective of our econ. 
omy. It must aid private enterprise jg 
finding new sources of investment for 
full production and full employment, ]t 
is only when private enterprise with 
Government assistance and stimulation 
fails to provide continuous employment 
for the workers of the nations that 
Government must step directly into the 
breach by providing a program of pub- 
lic work.” 


Msgr. John O’Grady, Secretary, 
National Conference of Catholic 
Charities. 


bg x *% 


S'TATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, 
CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS 
OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, 

AND MARCH 3, 1933 


Or Books ON TRIAL, published eight times a year 
at Chicago, Ill., for October 1, 1946. 


State of Illinois jin 
County of Cook ‘ 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
county aforesaid, personally appeared John C, Tully, 
who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes 
and says that he is the Editor of Booxs On Trial, 
and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage. 
ment (and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc, of 
the aforesaid publication for the date shown in. the 
above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 1912, 
as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied 
in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed 
on the reverse of this form, to wit: 

1, That the names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, The Thomas More Library and Book 
Shop, 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Ill. 


Editor, John C. Tully, 200 S, Park Rd., La Grange, 
Ill. 


Managing Editor, John C. Tully, 200 S. Park Rd, 
La Grange, Ill. 


Business Manager, John C, Tully, 200 S. Park Rd, 
La Grange, Ill. 


2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, 
its name and address must be stated and also immedi 
ately thereunder the names and addresses of stock 
holders owning or hold:ng one per cent or more 
total amount of stock. If not owned by a 
the names and addresses of the individual owners must 
be given. If owned by a firm, company, or other u- 
incorporated concern, its name and address, as well J 
those of each individual member, must be given.) 1) 
Thomas More Library and Book Shop is an Ml t 
“not for profit” corporation which has no stock; 
dress: 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Illinois. 


3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent 
or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, oF 


securities are: None. 3 
4. That the two hs next above, giv! the 


names of the owners, st olders, and securit 

if any, contain not only the list of stockholes the 
security holders as they appear upon the books 
company but also, in cases where the stockholder = 
curity holder appears upon the books of the company a 
trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the name 
the person or corporation for whom such a 
acting, is given; also that the said two paragraphs o 
tain statements embracing affiant’s full’ knowledge 
belief as to the circumstances and condi 
which stockholders and security holders who 
sogaet upon the. books of the company & Pew 
hold stock and securities in a capacity other 
of a bona fide owner; and this t has mo reason 
believe that any other person, association, of Foy 
tion has any interest direct or indirect in by 
stock, bonds, or other securities than as 50 stated aa 


JOHN C. TULLY, Editor 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th day # 
September, 1946. 


e JW. NELSON 
My commission expires July 25, 19% 


(SEAL) 
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a Religious 
thin ide tiook of Saints 

decom Rock Bruce, $1.75 
ve ® john S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
€con- Hit serves its purpose of showing us the 
se in ih and variegated humanity of the saints, 
t for mand women whom we are likely to think 
nt. It ut, remote, and tiresome, even if edifying. 


‘ « . innumerable revealing facts about a 
with number of saints . . . as a bedside book 
lation fy, be dipped into for a few minutes nightly 
ment Miiore snapping off the light, the work is re- 


that iting indeed... .” 
© the A—-HS——-REC 


pub- jy Cross and Anchor 
Jomes K. Jamison SAG, $2.50 


fhe Sign: “. .. The author . . . a non-Catho- 
jc, has from his youth been acquainted with 
ty Indian legends surrounding the strong and 
gintly personality of Father Baraga . . . the 
fst Bishop of Marquette... .” 











etary, 
tholic 


(hristianity: An Outline of Dogmatic 
for Laymen 
Joseph H. Fichter, S.J. Herder, $2.50 


America: “. . . not a ‘theology for the layman’ 
in the more recent technical sense of that 


EMENT, 
ACTS 
b 


7 phrase. ‘The purpose of the book is to state 
wefly and clearly the principal truths about 
the relationship existing between God and 

tate and mn... 

Prine “Priests who wish a ready-made exposition 


Trial, @of Catholic dogmas either for sermons or 
manag jg ouvert instruction may find much that is use- 
etc, of MB fulinthis book... .” 

‘, iat, See Review. 


bodied 
printe! Bi Counsels to Confessors 
St. Leonard of Port Maurice Newman, $1.50 


ers ae: [lke New World: “.. . the present slender 

d Book @bok.,. reprint of an excellent common-sense 

Goal udress to an assembly of missionary priests. 

’ Bi Cardinal Cullen . . . terming it a ‘most useful 

wk Rd, fad valuable guide in the administration of 
ihe sacrament of Penance.’ ” 





ark Rd., ir 

iam Wille Darkness I 

im rkness Is Passed 

x... Thomas H. Moore, S.J. McMullen,$2.00 
lh America: “. . . twenty-six meditations from 

ay ihe life of Christ. . . . convenient springboards 

well Wo prayer... .” 

ad A——-REC——-REV (p. 55) 







ock; ad- 

S. The Epistles of St. Clement of Rome 

Pes, ben atius of Antioch 

na tt. James A. Kleist Newman, $2.50 






Villiam A. Dowd, S.J., in America: “. . . the 
frst Volume of the series entitled ‘Ancient 
Writers.’ . . . Catholics will welcome 


















ders ; 

s a _ tis very readable and handy translation. . . .” 

mpany 8 The long-awaited series “The Fathers of 

unt the Church,” has reached the press. The first 

hs com: me is now being printed. It will be dis- 

sdge — tributed by Cima Publishing Company. Ludwig 

io not is the editor.) 

trustees, 

han that ln Him Was Li 

— Jol P. te America, $2.75 

the i ‘ew series of meditations (or sermonettes) 
Re ®pired by introits of Sunday Masses, and re- 

Editor them to problems of everyday life. Ideal 





b day 0 he family reading or for busy parish priest. 
4—HS —— REC —— REV by Caroline 





Keepers of the Eucharist 

Msgr. William Schaefers Bruce, $2.50 
Stimulating heart-to-heart chats on priestliness 
for priests. 

REC——REYV by V. F. Kienberger, O.P. 


The Love of God 

Andrew Green, O.S.B. Herder, $2.50 
The Commonweal; “...a useful guide to the 
aims and practices basic in Christian spiritu- 
ality. Quite in accord with the Benedictine 
tradition, he has included a dozen fine pages 
that treat wisely of the need and meaning of 
liturgical prayer . . 

“  . . those acquainted with Catholic phi- 
losophy will soon detect an application of the 
methods characteristic of the scholastics . 
(which) does entail a certain sacrifice of the 


warmth commonly found in_ devotional 
works. ...” 

A——REC 
Mother of Carmel 

E, Allison Peers M-G, $2.50 


Joachim Smet, O. Carm., in New World, Chi- 
cago: “... not an ambitious book .. . yet 

. one which could have been written only 
by one as thoroughly saturated with his sub- 
ject as E. Allison Peers . . . brings to his task 
a thorough familiarity with the whole field of 
Spanish mysticism, about which he has pub- 
lished several classic works . . . an excellent 
help to the understanding of (St. Teresa’s) 
works. ...” 

HS——-A——-REC——-REV 


The Mysteries of Christianity 

Matthias Joseph Scheeben Herder, $7.50 
America: “... an excellent translation. .. . 
With firm patristic footing, Scheeben emerges 
as an eclectic in theology: his position may well 
be characterized as fundamentally Thomistic 
with an inclination to Molinism in the ques- 
tions of grace and predestination. .. . 

“. .. The work in its English garb will 
stand as a worthy monument to a great 
German priest and theologian. . . .” 


A——REC 
Mystic in Motley 

Theodore Maynard Bruce, $2.50 
Dominicana: “. . . His style is as readable and 
his presentations as modern as the best of con- 
temporary biography. . . . When he begins to 


interpret the facts or actions of a saint’s life 
against a background of theology, however, he 
leaves a little to be desired. He places thoughts, 
aspirations, and motives in the saints which 
could never have been there at all... . 

“. .. makes a practice, which becomes almost 
a crusade, of correcting and reneging the spir- 
itual and supernatural reasons supplied by an- 
cient biographers to explain the wonders and 
marvelous works in (St. Philip’s life . . . while 
the ancients try our faith, Mr. Maynard, in his 
anxiety to contradict them, furiously tries our 
common sense... .” 

A——HS——-F——-REV (p. 83) 


Paradise Hunters 
W. Kane, S.J. Herder, $3.00 


The Sign: “The eternal quest for happiness is 

considered thoroughly and intensively; and 

that long, sad saga from Paradise to our 

Atomic Age is treated with a freshness of ap- 

proach that gives the old story new force... 

a book for the bewildered modern man... .” 
A——REC 


Preface to Religion 

Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen Kenedy, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . a preface, introduction, or in- 
vitation to participation in the Life and 
Love of God, which is what religion should 
mean to every man. It deftly strikes at the 
roots of the evil which deters many from a 
fuller appreciation of God’s plans for men... . 

“|. . written in a clear and understandable 
style, with profuse concrete illustrations, it 
should not be confused with the ten-easy-les- 
sons types of literature . . . however, Msgr. 
Sheen has cut short and -recapitulated in his 
own inimitable way the tested solutions of the 
problems which have obscured the path to 
happiness since the fall of Adam... .” 

A——HS——-REC——-REV (p. 105) 


The Roman Martyrology 
tr. Rev. Raphael Coilins Newman, $4.00 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“.. . am extensive calendar of the heroes of 
Christendom. . . . A new edition . . . highly 
recommended. . . .” 

A——REC 


Rome and the Study of Scripture 
Grail, 50c 

Sister M. Loyola, R.S.M., in The Witness: 
“  . . newly revised and enlarged edition of 
Papal enactments on the study of Holy Scrip- 
ta.2.7 

“. . . The Latin titles . .. are apt to 
frighten the laity, but their content is not 
the least prohibitive. .. .” 

A——REC 





In the blackest year of 
World War | 


OUR LADY 
appeared at 


FATIMA 


Read about this miracle, and what it 
portends—in the following: 


Fatima, Hope of the 
World (McGrath) . . . . .$ .30 


Our Lady of Fatima (Ryan) . . 1.25 
More About Fatima (DeOca). . .30 
Fatima and the Rosary (Cacel/a) . .05 


The Message of 
Fatima (devotions, Cacella) . . .05 


The Message of Fatima and 
Its Herald (Sr. Christina) . . «15 


Francisco and 


Jacinto (Sr. Christine). . . . «10 
Novena to Our Lady of the 
Rosary of Fatima (Smith) . . .05 


and, as recounted for youngsters, 


The Children of 
Fatima (Windeatt) . . . . . 2.00 


ORDER FROM 
FATIMA HEADQUARTERS 


The Thomas More Book Shop 


220 W. Madison, Chicago 6, Ill. 
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Saint Catherine of Genoa. The 


Treatise on Purgatory and The Dialogue 
tr. Charlotte Balfour and Helen Douglas Irvine 


S & W, $2.00 

The Sign: “. . . it throws light on the deeply 
theological paradox which enables souls whose 
suffering is indescribable to be yet happier 
than all of us who still lumber along earth’s 
highways in our pilgrimage to heaven. . 
Her terminology is sometimes confusing, but 
students of ascetical and mystical works will 
have no difficulty reaping much profit from 
this celebrated work.” 

A——REC 
Send Forth Thy Light 

Robert Nash, S.J. Newman, $2.00 
Appears to be a wonderfully helpful course in 
fruitful prayer and meditation for those who 
are interested enough in the spiritual life to 
try it. 

A F—to be reviewed. 


Slow Dawning 

Jane Howes Herder, $3.00 
The story of any conversion is ipso facto in- 
teresting, but rarely in the whole corpus of 
convert literature has that story been told 
more winningly than in this witty pseudony- 
mous confession of a middle-class American 
woman, well-educated, well-read, mother of 
many children. Step by step, through every 
intellectual obstacle, she covers the ground of 
Catholic theology, stressing at every point the 
sweet reasonableness of the Church’s teachings 
—and at the same time that other point that the 
Church is pretty fussy about the prospect’s 
preparation. 

Both Catholics and non-Catholics are urged 
to read this book. It will serve as vivid review 
of the Faith for Catholics, and those outside 
the Fold will understand the rational argu- 
ments for that Faith, and be encouraged to 
take the author’s way—not an easy way, but 
a sure one—to the Truth. Priests will profit 
much from the wise, patient, but uncom- 
promising tactics of the also-pseudonymous 
“Father Brown.” —M. E. E. 
The Spiritual Doctrine of Father Louis 
Lallemant 

ed. McDougall Newman, $3.00 
Orate Fratres: “...a compilation of a saintly 
master’s spiritual teaching recorded by his dis- 
ciples. . . . outlines a coherént schooling for 
the higher life, an introduction to mys- 
Goa..." 

A F 
Story of Jesus in the World’s Literature 

ed. Edward Wagenknecht (il. Kredel) 

Creative Age. $5.00 
Big, well-intentioned; attractively organized 
and embellished anthology of writings about 
Christ, but regrettably unavailable to Cath- 
olics by reason of frequent violations of Cath- 
olic doctrine. Regrettably—because Mr. Wa- 
genknecht is a sincere and reverent Christian 
and a discerning connoisseur of beauty in 
words. In any other field he is one of BOT’s 
favorite anthologists—but not in the field of 
the Son of God. 

A DIS 


Theology and Sanity 
Frank Sheed S & W, $3.00 


Difficult but urgently important study of the 
role of intellect in spiritual life. 

A——-MSO——E——REV by Walter Far- 
rell, O.P. x, 


—M. E. E. 


Thomas More Book Club 


A Testimonial ta Grace 
Avery Dulles S & W, $1.50 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“|. Others have written in greater detail of 
their journey home. . . . But none that I 
know of has been so pellucid as to essentials 
and so exact in analyzing and articulating the 
constituent elements of a conversion. . 

“This book is of particular interest because 
it shows the way, step by step, out of the 
morass of modern doubt and delusion to the 
lighted uplands. Those in the state which was 
Mr. Dulles’ at the start of his spiritual adven- 
ure are innumerable. They can profit incalcu- 
lably by reading of his advance out of the ste- 
rility and futility of that state into the glorious 
life of the sons of God.” 


By John O’Connor in Literary Cavalcade: 
“. . one of the most honest books in the his- 
tory of American writing. . . . It has integ- 
rity, intelligence and the spirit of honest in- 
quiry. It has a news value far beyond that 
of any book to come out today... . 

“. . . a pattern that one prays may some 
day be followed by scores of thousands of 
sincere and intelligent seekers after truth . . . 
the spiritual odyssey of one who wandered far 
in alien lands. .. . 


A——E——REV (p. 97) 


Truths Men Live By 

John A. O’ Brien Macmillan, $2.75 
James F. Cunningham in The Catholic World: 
“ . . this book, all in all, is the most com- 
plete single volume of popular apologetics 
known to the present reviewer. Each man, we 
are told, has one book in him; but Father 
O’Brien seems to have poured the lives of 
many men into his volume, enriching it, more- 
over, with the carefully gathered and highly 
precious experience of an outstanding teacher 
—himself.” 


The Sign: “Every major problem confronting 
humanity today is fundamentally a moral 
problem... . 

“Father O’Brien is a fundamentalist. He be- 
lieves in asking men to look first of all at the 
basic questions pertinent to man’s nature and 
destiny. ... 

“So he writes another book of apologetics 
. .. he enlivens his account with a wealth of 
new illustration and arranges his material with 
an eye fixed constantly on the formidable job 
of holding reader interest in a not too con- 
genial topic. We think he has managed to han- 
dle that job admirably.” 


Dominicana: “. . . has achieved the end of 
explaining in popular language and style the 
fundamental truths of the Christian Religion. 


“With the combination of the technical 
terms and popular parlance the book will ap- 
peal to the average reader as well as the col- 
lege and university student. The book serves 
well as a companion volume to the very pop- 
ular work by the same author, The Faith of 
Millions.” 

A——E-——-REV (p. 67) 


Will again be available in late December. 


— 


Artists & Writers 


Abbot Suger: on the Abbey Church of 
St. Denis and Its Art Treasures 

Erwin Panofsky Princeton, $315 
The Catholic World: “The great Abbot 
of St. Denis . . . A dominant figure ip , 
of the great periods of human history, , a 
regent of France . . . enthusiastically recon 
his accomplishments for posterity. . , Th 
royal Abbey of St. Denis, ‘parent Monument 
of all Gothic cathedrals,’ is the product 9 
his genius. ... 

“In this latest study, as the title indicates, 
Professor Panofsky has segregated from Suger’ 
works those texts which bear upon ty 
construction and adornment of the abbatiy 
Church of St. Denis. This is the first complet 
English translation of these lengthy and highly 
important texts, so often quoted by studens 
of medieval art... .” 

A F 


Balzac 

Stefan Zweig Viking, $3.15 
Zweig’s philosophy of life was anything byt 
Christian (he committed suicide); Bale’ 
fictional writings are on the Index of Fo. 
bidden Books and his life was ugly and di- 
edifying. This biography is a plodding ani 
meretricious accumulation of facts, of impor- 
ance only to the reader who finds it necessary 
for some reason to investigate the biographicd) 
details. 

A——DM——REV by J. T. Bonée, 0.P. 


“Lively”? Dissertation 

Catholicism in Gothic Fiction 

Sister Mary Muriel Tarr Catholic U., $1.0 
Of pertinence to the scholar and the genenl 
student—if not to the general reader—is Sister 
Mary’s excellent and even lively (rare adjective 
to apply to a dissertation) study of English 
Gothic novels of the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. These novels, practically 
all by Protestants, exploited Catholic material 
—ruined abbeys, gloomy cathedrals, “melg- 
choly monks,” titled young ladies supposedly 
driven to take the veil. At times, whe 
Catholicism was apprehended _ intellectually, 
mothers superior talk and act like free-thinkes 
and deists; heroines cling to Catholicism, 
despite rationalist convictions, just for swet 
tradition’s sake. We seem to be in for’ 
thoroughgoing Gothic revival at the. preset 
time, one that will bear watching. 

A——F —Riley Hughes 


Renaissance in the North 
W. Gore-Allen S & W, $29 


Chapter studies in Scandinavian literature ani 
cognate arts, gracefully epigrammatic. 

MSO——REC——REV by Dr. Vitti 
Hamm. 


Theme and Variations 
Bruno Walter Knopf, $5 


Eva Condon in The Sign: “Bruno Walte 
made his first public appearance as @ 
at the age of nine in Berlin, and at seventeet 
conducted his first opera in Cologne . -- 
made six trips to this country... 

“ . , The theme of his existence has be 
music. . .. Here we have an absorbing 
of the full and deeply satisfying career he é 
rived from his art... .” 
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A Trappist’s Poetry | 


{Man in the Divided Sea 
Thomas Merton New Directions, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas Grady, St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Ill. 


{pout seven years ago Thomas Merton 
came a Catholic. Four years ago he 
atered the Trappist monastery at Geth- 
ymani. After his conversion and after 
jis entrance into religion, he wrote 

. Some of them were published 
in magazines. Something over a year 
go a group of them were published by 
New Directions under the simple title, 
Thirty Poems, which sold so well that 
he publishers have seen fit to reprint 
ihe original thirty poems together with 
many others under the new title, A Man 
inthe Divided Sea. 


As a group, the original thirty poems 
we more notable than the other—ap- 
parently older—poems. They are char- 
aterized by more compression, more 
strength. Even in the other poems, how- 
wer, one finds Merton winning and 
dill a poet. Several of his songs have 
the quiet but free, rippling gaiety of a 
tram. “Ariadne,” “Greek Women,” 
‘Calypso’s Island,” and “House of Caia- 





phas” are brief, deft narratives. “The 
Bombarded City” is a kind of impreca- 
tory psalm, harrowing in the venom 
and urgency of its anathemas. 

Merton is a poet and often rises 
above verse. He commands the diction 
of poetry, liquid words and gnarled 
words in their place, many words but 
right words. He can make meters that 
match moods, give the heart a lilt or 
jerk the mind to attention. His percep- 
tion is good. But he has trouble with 
his thought and his imagination. 

Sometimes his thought is too quickly 
put in words: it is a good thought, per- 
haps a pious thought, expressed in the 
language of poetry, but it has not been 
patiently distilled into poetry. Often he 
depends very heavily upon imaginative 
detail to make a thought seem a poem. 
He brocades a thought with a wealth, 
sometimes an arabesque, of imagery. 
His imagination is fervent, fertile, some- 
times too fertile and not consistent 
enough: “when their shining voices, 
clean as summer, play like churchbells 
over the fields.” 


Although it is doubtful that he would 
wish to, he often tends to the expression 
of Crashaw or even of Spenser. Occa- 
sionally he catches the dreamy mood of 
Walter de la Mare or achieves the spare 
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realism of Robert Frost. He is himself 
in his best poems: “To My Brother,” 
“Holy Communion: The City,” “Aubade 
—The Annunciation,” “The Messen- 
ger.” 

* * * 


Dublin Poems 
Seumas O’ Sullivan Creative Age, $2.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . O'Sullivan suffers 
from too great facility. He is admirable when 
he works hard . . . but for the most part he 
drools of rainbows, cottages, roses and lamp- 
lighters, though, since he is Irish, everything 
he writes has an air and a lilt, and he is 
never vulgar. .. .” 
A--—F 


The Garden 
V. Sackville-West Doubleday, $2.00 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “The 
author . . . long ago established herself as 
one of the few classical poets now writing 
in English. . .” 

A——F 


A Man in the Divided Sea 

Thomas Merton New Directions, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: | 
“. , . this new, unheralded poet was plainly 
profoundly Catholic in thought, original in 
approach to the familiar, and brilliant in tech- 
nical skill and virtuosity. . . . 

“'. . an altogether unusual body of verse, 
some of it so strong and lovely as to require 
the reader to take it bit by bit lest he be 
overwhelmed or miss anything. . . . 

“All . . . religious. . . .” 

A——HS——-REC——-REV 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


The Thomas More Book Shop, . 
220 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago 6, Illinois. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Thomas More Book Club, and send me advance notices and descriptions of future 
‘lections in order that I may then decide whether or not I want the book or books offered. 

I understand that you will offer Single Selections, and also frequent Dual Selections. When Dual Selections (two books at 
duced prices) are offered, I may reject either book, or both books. If I purchase only one of the books it will count as a 
Single Selection toward a Free Dividend. I agree to buy at least four books each full year that I am a member in order to 
a for reduced prices and free dividends. For each five Single Selections purchased, I am to receive a FREE dividend 


Mr. 
Name Mrs, (Please print) 








Miss 
Sireet and No 


Zone State 
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by THOMAS B. MORGAN 
author of " The [istentng Post" 


R. MORGAN, a newsman at 

the Vatican since 1919, has es- 
tablished himself as the master rac- 
onteur of the Holy See. Now with 
the authority of a companion and 
friend .he writes informally of the 
Cardinals he has known—their wit, 
their special talents, their tastes, 
their reaction, and their troubles and 
joys in the human give-and-take com- 
mon to us all. 


Great personalities—vivid personal histories 


While SPEAKING OF CARDINALS 
is enriched with first-hand descrip- 
tions of the pomp and dignity of the 
Vatican, its main theme revolves 
around the American Princes of the 
Church. Here are human and warm 
stories of Cardinals O’Connell, Spell- 
man, Mooney, Stritch and the late 
Cardinal Glennon. And here are col- 
orful stories of such extraordinary 
men as Cardinals Merry del Val, 
Gasparri, Laurenti, Billot and Logue 
of Ireland. 


$3.00 
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